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 Sermon Jan 18, 2026 - Esther 6-7
Just when you thought it was over! 
God uses imperfect people for His work. In the midst of a world gone awry, God is still at work. Do you see it?
How good is the book of Esther? Who’s been enjoying the series so far? I love it! Wait. Do I say that about every book or passage?
Has anybody sat down and just read the whole book recently? If you haven’t done it recently, I implore you to sit down and read it start to finish when you get home today. It won’t take long.
Let me PRAY for us before I recap the story so far…
So, Esther is a young orphan girl, who is adopted by her cousin, Mordecai, who brings her up as his own child. And they live in Susa, where King Xerxes sits on his royal throne.
Now Xerxes is a pagan living the privileged life of a wealthy king, throwing his money around with lengthy banquets and expecting everyone to jump when he says jump.
And during the third year of his reign and at the end of one of his lavish and lengthy banquets his then wife, Queen Vashti disobeyed him, which resulted in her being banished from his presence and the search for a new queen to begin. And Esther was selected as one of the king’s new girls in his harem, which resulted in her being made his new queen.
Now I have skipped over most of the juicy bits so again if you’ve missed the last 2 weeks, I do implore you to go home and read it all later! Good word, implore!
Now Esther is busy winning favour with everyone by her obedience and gentle character, and every day, Mordecai, the good father figure that he is, goes to check on Esther, to see if she’s being looked after. He’d already told her not to tell anyone she was a Jew, because Jews were the minority and somewhat misunderstood, and he feared what might happen to her if people knew. Then one day he overhears some disgruntled workers of the kings, who are busy plotting to murder him, and he tells Esther, who then tells the king, potentially saving his life.
Enter Haman! Haman is also a pagan, loving his position in life, favoured and promoted by the king to second in command of the province, but he is greedy for more, which, as we will hear, will ultimately cost him his life. Spoiler alert.
Now Mordecai would not bow down to Haman and this infuriated him, so Haman devised a plot to kill not just Mordecai but ALL of the Jews.
And he (Haman) persuaded the king to write a decree to “destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews, including women and children” (chapter 3)za
And Mordecai persuades Esther to help their people with these words -
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” (4:13-14)
To which Esther replied, you’re right, Mordecai -
16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” (4:16)
So sweet Esther, orphaned young – that must’ve been hard! -a good daughter to Mordecai, following his instructions without any grumbling we’re made aware of, a faithful Jew. Even though she would’ve received some privilege living in the palace, her life was far from safe. If the king grew angry with her, if she disobeyed him in any way, she could be banished or worse.
But Esther goes to the king and fortunately, the king was pleased to see her, and his response to her was “What do you want? What is your request? Up to half my kingdom I’ll give you”!  Must’ve been very pleased to see her! 
So, this is her first request, she invites both the king and Haman to a banquet, which clearly the king enjoys, so she invites them both back the next day too.
Meanwhile, Haman’s day is not going so well. Even though boasting to his wife and friends that he alone has been invited to a banquet with the king and queen, he is even more enraged by Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to him, so his wife and friends (Haman’s, that is) suggest he build some gallows for Mordecai and have him hanged.
Did I not mention, you could not make this stuff up?!
Well, it gets better, and that is where we are up to today.
Chapters 6 and 7.
The king could not sleep, so he had the book of the chronicles, the record of his reign, read to him. I’m sure hearing about all the great things you’d done would lift your spirits.
And he read about Mordecai saving his life and realised Mordecai was never honoured for it, so he asked Haman, who was actually on his way to ask the king if he could hang Mordecai, but instead, the King asked Mordecai “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?”
Now Haman thought to himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?” 7 So he answered the king, “For the man the king delights to honor, 8 have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. 9 Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king’s most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!’”
10 “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended.”
11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!”
Oh the humiliation!
12 Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head covered in grief, 13 and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had happened to him.
His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely come to ruin!” 14 While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther had prepared.
Ch 7.
So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther a second time, and the king asked again “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given to you. What is your request? Even up to half my kingdom it will be granted.” And Esther, so respectfully, asks, “If I have found favour with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life – this is my petition. And spare my people- this is my request. 4 For I and my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated.”
The king, outraged, asks “Who is he? Where is the man who would dare do such a thing?”
“The adversary and enemy”, says Esther, “Is this vile Haman”.
And furious, the king had Haman hung on the very gallows Haman had set up for Mordecai.

Well, there’s all sorts of responses we might have to that; Haman got what was coming to him, he deserved it; it sounds almost comical, like the terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day! I found myself feeling sorry for Haman. It sounds like he was overcome by his own greed, his own want for even more power, but to die for it seems a little harsh? 

Where is God?
But let’s return to Esther, or more precisely God.
As we’ve mentioned before, God is not mentioned in this book by name, so how do we know it’s part of his story? 
Let’s notice some things in Esther’s story itself.
We’re told that Esther and Mordecai were Jews, Jews are part of God’s story, and they worship the one true God (Deuteronomy 7:6 - 6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.)
Esther prayed and she got her people to pray with her. God’s people pray to Him.
Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman, and we know that people who follow God “worship no other God but Him”. We don’t bow down to the created, only the creator. (Exodus 20:3-5 3 “Worship no god but me.4 “Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or in the water under the earth. 5 Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am the Lord your God and I tolerate no rivals. I bring punishment on those who hate me and on their descendants down to the third and fourth generation.)

And even Haman’s own wife recognised that Mordecai was not like them. He belonged to God, for she said in verse 13 of chapter 6, “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely come to ruin!”. God is never going to let his people be wiped out. They are part of His plan, His story. They are His beloved creation.

What else can we learn?
God is in control -          
 His will, will prevail. As we just learned God will never let His people be killed, destroyed, annihilated. But that’s not all. God has had a plan for His creation since the very beginning. The world has gone awry, but He promised that a saviour would come and he did, in the form of Jesus, (Isaiah 7:14 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you[a] a sign: The virgin[b] will conceive and give birth to a son, and[c] will call him Immanuel.[d]). 
and he tells us he will return (Acts 1:10-11 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”)
and His kingdom, will be renewed, 
creation will be restored (Rev 21:24-26), 
relationships will be restored (rev 22:2), 
the God-human relationship will be restored (Rev 21:3, 22:3-4). 
God is in control; His plan will prevail.

So where are we in all of that?
Well, there’s good news and bad news. In one sense it was never about us. This is God’s story. His plan. His creation. In the scheme of things our wants and needs are not that important. 
And as it said back in Esther 4:14, God doesn’t actually need us for His plan to prevail.
However, he does invite us to be a part of it and in fact, loves to use ordinary people.
What do you think praying to God and fasting for 3 days and nights did for or to Esther?
Surely spending that much time in God’s presence will have an effect on you?
Transform your heart and mind perhaps? (Phil 4:6-7 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.)
Give yourself the confidence to believe it possible? (Mark 11:24 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.)

Ordinary - Esther was just an ordinary orphaned Jewish girl, but there are many examples in the bible of God using ordinary people  –  Noah (a drunk), Abraham (a liar), Moses (speech impediment), David (murderer), Peter (a fisherman, denied Jesus), Rahab (prostitute), Gideon (scaredy-cat), and the Samaritan Woman (divorced and living in sin), Jesus’ mother, Mary, was also a young Jewish girl, Elizabeth was really old...you can probably name others...
So, in that case...
Where do you see God at work? How is He using you? How is He at work in and through you?
I’ve heard some great stories of God at work in this very church recently, but you might be thinking, I don’t know. I don’t see God at work.

There is a term used in neuroscience called The Frequency Effect. 
You know how, if you’re thinking about buying a new car, say like a little red Hyundai like my own. What happens? Every time you leave the house, what do you see? Lots of little red Hyundais!
This happens because most of the time our clever brains are filtering out information we don’t need. It’s not that those little red Hyundais are not there, we simply didn’t notice them before because it wasn’t information we needed. But now, they’ve been brought to our consciousness. The Frequency Effect. They were always there; we just didn’t notice them.
So, what’s going to happen when you start wondering where God is at work around you?
Where is God at work around you?
Where is He at work in this church?
In the community?
In you?
When you start asking questions like how is God transforming me? How is He giving me wisdom? How has He strengthened me? How has He protected me? How is He using me for His purpose right now, you’ll start to notice.

SO.
God is in control.
His will, will prevail.
God doesn’t need us to fulfil his plan, but he invites us to join Him.
God loves to use ordinary people.
Praying to God changes things, including us.
God is at work, if we look for Him, we will find Him. (Matthew 7:7-8 7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.)

Let’s pray
(Phil 1:3-6)
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Father God, thank you for each person here today. Thank you that you brought us here. Thank you that you are at work in each one of us, drawing us to yourself and transforming us. Thank you, Father, that you don’t wait until we’re perfect to use us, because we are far from perfect. Thank you, that you use imperfect ordinary people.
We know that God will not stop working before Jesus’ return, so today we ask that you show us where you are already at work, and we say yes to your invitation to join you on your mission, and if we perish, we perish. 
Encourage us to come to you in prayer, Father. Esther prayed 3 days and nights before going to the king. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
And when we waiver, Father, as I’m sure we will, remind us that you are in control and you are trustworthy, and there is a better, more beautiful day ahead for us, when Jesus returns and all is made right with the world once again.
In Jesus precious name we pray, all glory and honour be yours, amen.



