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Sermon – Sunday 27 April 2025 - John 21
Nothing that can separate you from the love of God.
https://youtu.be/OZ_ROBNrUQI?si=iOgR7OvIxaXplh3b
Good morning, church. For those of you who may not know me yet, my name is Sally, and I am the Families Pastor here at Grange, and it’s my privilege to bring you the final part of our series on the book of John, chapter 21.
I won’t be reading the whole chapter as we’ve just seen it on the video, but you can find it if you follow the QR code to our website. And you can also find the script of the sermon there too, if you find that helpful.
 
It happened like this. Jesus had died, he’d been crucified, and as prophesied (Isaiah 53), and as Jesus himself had said he would, 3 days later, he rose again (Matt 17:22-23, Mark 30:31-32). Yes, he came back to life. Really hard for us to imagine, yet true, nonetheless.
The disciples, Jesus’ closest friends, were by the lake. Before they met Jesus, most of them were fishermen, so not surprising really to find them here. “I’m going out to fish” said Peter, so they all went out.
Again, not really surprising. At some point after a bereavement, we have to go back to work, life goes on whether we like it or not. And in fact, there can be some comfort in the familiarity, the predictability of work.
If you’ve ever lost someone close to you, you may know how they might have been feeling. Jesus was their closest friend, they’d spent 3 years living with him, eating, sleeping, learning and growing with him. They’d grown to love him. He wasn’t an ordinary friend though. He was the epitome of perfection. He never did anything wrong. Always responded appropriately and treated everyone with dignity and respect whether they were a king or a cripple, a ruler or a ragabond, considered worthy, or a woman.
Can you imagine how they must’ve felt, losing him?
Their beloved friend gone. And the confusion that comes with grief, the disbelief, how can he be gone? How could he leave us? Why would he do that? As if it were his fault. And the denial. He can’t be gone because I just can’t bear it.
And then add to that the emotions and confusion resulting from his resurrection.
They saw him on the cross. Dead. But had since seen him alive?! He had already appeared to the disciples twice. What??? It’s so confusing it’s hurting my brain!
But there was something else going on for Peter. Something more.
After all Jesus had done, all he had demonstrated himself to be, the love, the compassion, the authority he had showed – he proved him to be the Messiah, the one the whole of Israel had been waiting for, and Peter failed him. Failed him when it mattered most. In Jesus’ hour of need. When he was arrested even though he was innocent, wrongly accused. In serious trouble and likely to be killed, Peter said he didn’t even know him. He didn’t even know him. He was nothing better than a weak and scared man. A coward. Can you feel that?
Jesus always knew he would let him down. He even told him so. “Before the rooster crows 3 times you will deny me”. “Not me, Jesus, I will never!” said Peter. (Luke 22:31-62)
And here we are. Nothing gets past Jesus. He knows it all, and before it even happens.
So Peter went out to fish and the other disciples went with him.
All night they fished, and they didn’t catch a thing. Not one fish. Imagine! They used to be professionals (Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:1-11, and Matthew 4:18-22), professional fishermen and they caught nothing.
And in the morning, there was a man on the shore “Friends, haven’t you caught anything?” What a cheek! “No, we haven’t caught anything.”
“Cast your nets on the right side of the boat, and you will find some fish.”
Well, I don’t know what compelled them to do what this stranger said, after already fishing all night long and catching nothing, I mean, they must’ve been so done with fishing. Perhaps it reminded them of another time they had fished all night long and caught nothing and it was Jesus who asked them to cast the net again and when they did what he said they caught such a large number of fish their nets began to break (Luke 5:1-11).
Well, they did as he said, they did cast their net on the right and there was such a large number of fish they were unable to haul the net in because of it!
Then John recognised him, “it is the Lord” he said, and straight away Peter grabbed his coat and jumped into the water to swim to him. Everyone followed in the boat.
On the shore Jesus had a fire already burning and invited them to have breakfast with him. I can only imagine it must’ve been like a reunion, eating and laughing together like old friends. Eating with Jesus would’ve been such a familiar thing to them, and perhaps for a moment Peter forgot his pain, his guilt and his shame.
And then there was a conversation between Jesus and Peter, only Jesus referred to Peter by his birth name, Simon. Jesus had given him the name Peter when he first called him to follow him (Matthew 10:2, Mark 3:16, Luke 6:14). The name Peter means rock, though I’m sure Peter didn’t much feel like a rock at this point, it would’ve stung to have been stripped of the name.
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” asked Jesus.
“Yes Lord, you know that I love you,” said Peter.
“Feed my lambs,” said Jesus.
Again, Jesus said, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”
“Yes Lord”, he answered, “you know that I love you”.
“Take care of my sheep,” said Jesus.
A third time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”
And Peter was hurt that he asked a third time. “Lord you know all things: you know that I love you.”
“Feed my sheep” Jesus said.
It was as if, for every time Peter had denied Jesus, Jesus was forgiving him. 3 times denied. 3 times forgiven. But what did this mean? Jesus had a plan for Peter’s life, Peter was going to be pivotal in the foundation of the church, that’s why he called him the rock. Had he ruined all that when he denied Jesus?
Sometimes we do terrible things, and these can leave us feeling terrible guilt and shame. We hurt people we love, we’re mean to people we misunderstand, we disobey our parents, and we frustrate our children, relationships fracture, and we reject the God who made us, by excluding him from our lives. We reject his son who he sent to die for us like we don’t need him.
We do all that, and yet, he still pursues us.
Just like with Peter, Jesus knew we were going to deny him even before we did. He knew I would deny him before I did. He knows when we carry on as if we don’t need him. And he knows when we make all our decisions without him. He knows you said those hurtful things, he knows about the broken relationships.
But Jesus didn’t wait for Peter to make things right. Peter never could. He couldn’t undo what he’d done, and neither can we. Jesus knows this.
And Jesus went to Peter. He went to him right where he was knee deep in his guilt and shame. He reminded him he was forgiven - otherwise his death on the cross would’ve been for nothing. He reminded him there was a place for him in his kingdom – feed my lambs, feed my sheep, take care of my sheep – sometimes we need to hear things more than once. He reminded him he was his provider, sustainer – cast your net on the other side. He reminded him he wants to spend time with him, he was available for fellowship - come have breakfast with me.
There was nothing Peter could have done to make things right again, nothing he could do to undo or correct what he’d done. But there was also nothing he could do that would separate him from the love of God or his plan for his life.
Let me tell you some great news.
There is nothing we can do that will separate us from the love of God and the plan he has for our lives in his kingdom (Rom 8:35-39, Heb 7:25, John 10,28, Psalm 103:8-12).
You are part of God’s creation. He created you. He loves you. And Jesus has come for you. He is here now by his holy spirit. He is providing for you. He is sustaining you.
And he knows your pain, your guilt and your shame, your broken relationships, and he’s asking you “do you love me?” He is saying forgiveness is yours. He has forgiven you. It is already finished. We saw that on Good Friday. And he’s inviting you into his kingdom to be part of his plan. His beautiful and glorious plan. We caught a glimpse of that on Easter Sunday.
What do you say?
Yes, Jesus, I love you! You know I love you!
Lay down your pain, your guilt and your shame.
Forgiveness is yours, completed once and for all on the cross.
Cast your net on the right side, his provision and sustenance is yours.
The campfire is ready, Jesus is waiting to spend time with you, fellowship with you.
 
Do you realise we are included in his kingdom, his beautiful and glorious kingdom, the now and future kingdom?
When he returns, when the world will be renewed and once again what it was intended to be, free from pain, sorrow, brokenness, guilt and shame, and full of love, joy and peace. And we can, we will all be there with king Jesus, worshipping our God and experiencing his love for all eternity.
And do you realise that kingdom begins now. We can experience what it feels like to be free from the pain, the sorrow, the brokenness, the guilt and shame now. We can be free from the weight of it all now. It blows my mind. There’s so much I’ve carried unnecessarily.
It reminds me of the woman at the well. She met Jesus. It was hot, and she was filled with pain and guilt and shame when Jesus said,
13 “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” (John 4:13-15)
 
And what a relief. How freeing.
If you have pain, guilt, shame in your life right now, I want to encourage you to share it with a trusted friend who can pray with you. Jesus loves you, he’s with you, and he has died and rose again so that you can have life and have it to the fullest (John 10:10).
There is nothing that can separate us from the love of God and his plan for our lives in his kingdom.
Let’s pray.
Prayer
Father God, the one and only, God of all creation, we worship you and we honour you.
Whist we were still sinners Christ died for us (Rom 5:8), but the weight of our guilt and shame has been hard to let go. Father, you know our hearts, you know that guilt and shame, you know what we’ve done, or haven’t done that we should’ve done, you know what we’ve been, you know how we’ve rejected you, rejected your son. We’re sorry, it’s been hard to let it go, to really accept your forgiveness. It’s been hard to forgive ourselves. Father, we lay it all down right now, all of it, every bit, we are not carrying it a moment longer. We accept your forgiveness, and we say yes, we love you, yes, we love you, yes, we love you.
And now we look forward to the life we have in you, in your kingdom. We will still stumble, but when we do we will come to you, we will come to Jesus, we will confess what we’ve done and we will receive your forgiveness again, and again, and again. And we will live our lives for you, for all eternity, in your love.
Father, hear our prayer, thank you, we love you, in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

