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Living as IN-BETWEENERS		Luke 4:14-21	      May 17th 2026

Jesus returned to Galilee with the power of the Spirit. News about him spread everywhere. He taught in the Jewish meeting places, and everyone praised him. Jesus went back to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and as usual he went to the meeting place on the Sabbath. When he stood up to read from the Scriptures, he was given the book of Isaiah the prophet. He opened it and read, "The Lord's Spirit has come to me, because he has chosen me to tell the good news to the poor. The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to free everyone who suffers, and to say, 'This is the year the Lord has chosen.' " Jesus closed the book, then handed it back to the man in charge and sat down. Everyone in the meeting place looked straight at Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, "What you have just heard me read has come true today." (Luk 4:14-21)

Almost every time I play golf, at some point in the round, I am asked: “So what do you do?”
Throughout my life I have wrestled with how to answer this question well. I could just tell them.  But then what? Some politely say “Oh”  Or “Nice”. Others become apologetic because of their behaviour or language or just because they are not a fan of Church.

Earlier in my life I tried to find creative ways to answer the question. Answers that I hoped would cause people to ask questions or open up a conversation. So I would say things like: “I work for an organization with branches in every country on the planet that employs millions of people, provides services including counselling, hospitals and food banks, and works with over 2 billion volunteers…”. But that just sounded pretentious! I tried “I work in human resources”. And for a while settled on “I am a spiritual consultant”, which at least once led to a much longer and deeper discussion about God, faith and spiritual things.

But now I simply respond: “I am a pastor of a Church…  Baptist church in Grange.” But then immediately, or at least as soon as is appropriate, follow it up with, “Have you had any connection with a Church?”

Now, this still does not guarantee a conversation. Nor does it necessarily help me know where people are at with their understanding of what I do, or more importantly, what they think about God. But it often gives me a way in.  The opportunity to continue asking questions about faith. 

The other day, after this initial exchange, the gentleman, in his early 40’s, responded.  “I’m catholic!” I wasn’t sure if this meant… 
	“Wow, faith is important for me too, so let’s keep talking…
	Or “I guess we understand each other, at least we are on the same side…
	Or “I’m sorted thanks!  Now let’s move on to another topic”.
	Either way the conversation stalled, as it so often does.

Later as I reflected on this exchange, I wondered what would have happened if I had gone on to ask: “Nice.  How important is being Catholic, your faith, to you?”

I am not sure if you share this challenge, but the thing I find hardest, is that I just don’t know what others really think about God, faith, or religion. I try and listen to what people do… or don’t say… I make assumptions. But still I am only guessing! And because I am in the “God business”, a “God botherer” a friend used to call me! I am not sure how honest people would be, anyway!

But if they were…  What do you think people think?  What would people say when asked about God or faith? Take a moment to talk to someone nearby.  Think about your friends, neighbours, relatives - who don’t share your faith. What do you think, they think about God?

RESPONSES
	“Never think about it…
	“Struck by lightening
	“Someone who loves but not involved
	“No interest
	“Irrelevant

This brings us to today’s message and theme: “Inbetweeners”

Now, I don’t know what you think of - when you hear this? But it is an invitation to consider what it means to be in between God and people. To help “bridge the gap”.

When Simon and Widya were among us recently, Simon talked about our task as bridge builders.
We are called to create bridges so that the gap between where people are, and where God can be found – can be crossed! The bridges we build may be ministries, conversations, acts of service, even just a smile.
A bridge can be offering to take out your neighbour’s rubbish, 
	mow their lawn or baking them a cake.
It may be inviting them over for a cuppa, joining them in their street party, 
	or pausing to chat when you walk your dog.
It can be with people you see often, or those you casually encounter.
	It can be people who otherwise would have no access to the good news of Jesus, 
		or people whose past experiences have put them off!

We are bridge builders, pathway makers, inbetweeners. We act on behalf of God for people. And do whatever is necessary to help people discover what God is like. What God is doing.  What God wants.

It has always been this way for God’s people.
In the Old Testament.
	The people of God, descendants of Abraham were called and set apart...
		From all the other peoples of the world…
			To be an example of what it is to have God as their King.
	To show to the world how good it was to live under God’s rule and reign 
		and in doing so invite others to experience His rule and reign as well.
			They were to be inbetweeners.

And in the NT this role became ours! Peter told those he was writing to, Christians who had been scattered throughout the surrounding nations…
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession… that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light...
WHY, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Pe 2:9,10,12)

Our tasks as followers of Jesus…
	Is to build bridges between those we know, other people – and God.
From the scripture with which we began…
	Jesus was reading from Isaiah the prophet…
		Isaiah declared that one day God’s promised Messiah would come 
			as the ultimate bridge to God.
				That God’s rule and reign would begin with Him.  
					And Jesus stood up and declared – it had now begun in Him!

"The Lord's Spirit has come to me, because he has chosen me to tell the good news to the poor. The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to free everyone who suffers, and to say, 'This is the year the Lord has chosen.'

In this reading we find 3 ways to build bridges. Three things Jesus does, 3 things we are to continue to do to build bridges as His followers, that help bridge the gap between those we love and God.
1. Announce the good news – speaking.
2. Bring freedom, healing and relief – this is the content of the good news.
3. Champion change – be a living example of people changed by the good news.  


1. ANNOUNCE THE GOOD NEWS
In the translation I read, the passage said: “tell the good news to the poor”.
	And while it is appropriate to ask, 
		who are the poor to whom it must be told and what is the news we tell? 
			We will get to this!
Jesus begins by reminding that this news must be “told”, “spoken”. 
	We are to “announce” or “proclaim” it. 

Mark tells us this is exactly what Jesus did as soon as he began his ministry: 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mar 1:14-15)

When Jesus sent out the 72, it was with these instructions: “When you enter a house, first Say…”
finishing with “He who listens to you, listens to me…”  Luke 10:3,16.

Our bridge building must include proclamation.
	In little, appropriate and often subtle ways, or with bold and courageous sharing…
		As in-betweeners it is important to “speak”… to “communicate” the good news.

I believe this is more important today, than ever. 
	In our society, community…
		people are either completely ignorant of the story of Jesus.
			Or totally wrong about what the good news is!

How many people think it is about being religious or involved in a Church?
	How many think it is about being good?
		Or how many think it just involves believing in ‘God’ – but nothing else?
And how many think God is out to get them, 
	or they don’t need Him, 
		or He requires nothing from them?
Now… how we tell the good news is challenging!
	If people are not interested…
		or believe it’s rubbish…
			or have been hurt by the Church…
It impacts their willingness and ability to hear.
	But it doesn’t mean we don’t!
		It just influences how!

Allow me to share 5 things I keep in mind as I seek to ANNOUNCE the good news.
a)  I take the time to listen and learn about their own experience, exposure to faith and beliefs about God.  I am “curious”.

b) I am learning to ask, gentle but courageous questions: 
· “How important is that to you? 
· How did you come to that conclusion?  
· Tell me more about how that works for you?  
· Have you ever wondered about…”  

c) I look for opportunities to share my own story, experiences and reflections.  Humbly and gently.  I offer them for consideration!

d) I stop before they have heard too much.  
	Before they are either bored 
		or think I am pushing religion on them
			Or trying to convert them.

e) I invite them to a specific catch up if they want to talk more about it.
         Because if they come it gives permission. 
	Example of man in café sharing bridge to life on a napkin. 

2. BRING FREEDOM, HEALING AND RELIEF – examples of the Gospel!
Jesus modelled this in his ministry:-
	healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, releasing those captive to demons.
And the early disciples did the same…
	Sometimes with spectacular miracles 
		like Peter with the crippled beggar at the temple gate in Acts 3, 
		or releasing the girl from her demonic ability to predict the future in Acts 16,
	 	or when Eutychus was raised from the dead, 
			having fallen asleep during Paul’s long sermon!
	And sometimes by practical ordinary means
		like sharing all their possessions and giving money to the poor, 
				or organizing deacons to wait at tables.

And ever since then – the way the followers of Jesus care for and serve…
	their love of others…
		has always been a key part of who we are.  
			Because it is a key part of the good news.  
				It is news that transforms lives.

In AD 363 the Emperor Julian complained that the Christians were winning over people because of their benevolence to strangers and charity.   
Writing: “It is disgraceful that... the impious Galileans (his term for Christians) support not only their own poor but ours as well, all men see our people lack aid from us". And as a result their “care for the dead, their kindness to strangers, and their moral pretence were increasing "atheism". (as he called their belief in only one God!)

And John Dickson recently wrote 
	that while Christians didn't do enough to combat slavery through history, 
		they were the only movement in antiquity that attempted anything.  
			Citing a number of examples…
· From the end of the first century, Christians were selling themselves into slavery to rescue others (1 Clement 55.2).
· From the second century onwards, Christians were using church funds to ransom slaves and captives (Ignatius, To Polycarp 4.3; Apostolic Constitutions 4.9).
· By the fifth and sixth centuries, ransoming captives and freeing slaves, especially war slaves, had become a stock part of Christian moral exhortation. 
· People like Bishop Eligius in the mid-seventh century who personally bought and freed slaves at great personal cost and preached throughout France that true conversion to Christ must include freeing one’s slaves.

Makes me wonder – how are we today making a difference by the things we do? How is our behaviour assisting the challenges faced by our first nations people.
		Or what are we practically doing to support the housing crisis.
			Or how willing are we to use our homes, income or time 
					to make a difference in the lives of others?

Our intercultural workers are an example of what can be done. Of the impact the good news makes. Giving their lives to live overseas and help people out of poverty, to regain dignity and find their place in the world. Whether that be on the rubbish heaps of SE Asia as Simon recently shared. Or in play therapy rooms in Cambodia for children with disabilities.

It is why we as a Church are so committed to being a blessing to this community in which God has placed us.
· Visiting the isolated and lonely.
· Providing safe space for building community through our many ministries.
· Working with families struggling with their children.
· Partnering with the Aboriginal Berean Community Church.

Living as in-betweeners means bringing freedom, healing and relief to those who are struggling, because the good news that God’s rule and reign has begun, means we need to be involved in what this looks like - now. 

Finally, it means CHAMPIONING CHANGE.  
Be a living example to those who need it most.
Remember Jesus words: "The Lord's Spirit has come to me, because he has chosen me to tell the good news to the poor. The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to free everyone who suffers, and to say, 'This is the year the Lord has chosen.'

What did he mean by the year the Lord has chosen? Or in the ESV “The year of the Lord’s favour”?

John Wesley says that this verse is plainly “referring to the “year of jubilee”
	when, every 50 years, the Israelites were instructed to release all debts, 
		free all slaves and give your land back to its original owners.
			It was a year to level the playing field.  
			Set things right, put them back to how they were meant to be.
				It ensured all people would have a new opportunity to start again. 
As you can imagine this was radical. So radical – there is no record that Israel ever followed this law!

But now.  Jesus is seated in the synagogue - the place of authoritative teaching. Jesus sits and proclaims – “this year has now come”!

As in-betweeners – we are called to champion this new way of being.
	When there are no longer any “haves and have nots”.
		That all are equal – in the sight of God and in the world, 
			our nation and in our community. 
As in-betweeners we see brokenness and injustice and say, “it shouldn’t be this way”.

Martin Luther King picked this up in his great speech where he said: 
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed. We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal. 
I have a dream that one day out in the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi… will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by their character… 

This is our hope…With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to climb up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day… 
When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every tenement and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old spiritual, "Free at last, free at last. Thank God Almighty, we are free at last."

But of course this was not his idea. It was not a new dream! It was a dream rooted in this passage Jesus read. A dream accomplished through His coming. A dream to be lived out, championed, by us. By how we treat the lowest of the low, our attitude toward those we disagree with, our generosity and willingness to serve those who struggle. And the way we enable those on the margins to have their dignity restored and their hope renewed.

As an in-betweener we engage in the messiness of the world, we join in God’s loving, restorative vision. And participate in the proclamation through word and deed of this good news. Like Jesus, we challenge the system, and speak up for those who cannot speak up for themselves. We have heard the cries of the poor and marginalised.  And now, in the name of Jesus we pursue justice, seek peace and are known for our love and mercy.

And how do we do this?  Because like Jesus – the Spirit is now given to us for this purpose!

