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SERIES IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER  			Jan 25th 2026
When your back is against the wall!  Esther chpts 8-11

Est 8:1-17  On that day (the day Haman was hanged) King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. And the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.  Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil plan of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews… (7) Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he intended to lay hands on the Jews. But you may write as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the king's ring, for an edict written in the name of the king and sealed with the king's ring cannot be revoked.” The king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews… (11) saying that the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, children and women included, and to plunder their goods… (16)The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them.

It is so easy to feel we are up against it.
	Whether that be simply trying to make our way in the world
		Friends hard to get on with
			Family who don’t appreciate you, resulting in feeling used
				A boss demanding too much of your time
		House prices skyrocketing meaning you will never be able to get one
			Or as a Christian you feel your values are no longer accepted, 
				your faith ridiculed and your voice silenced.

Esther is a story of a people who were up against it.
	Their back against the wall!
		It wasn’t just that it felt hard work or that they were in a hostile environment.
			Everyone and everything prejudiced against them.
They really were up against it!
	Their situation was dire…
		the whole community was facing annihilation with no means of escape.
			No way out
			No hope or future or path to survival!
Or so it seemed!

They were a people captured and taken into enemy territory, where they lived.
	Sure, with some freedoms 
		but they were under foreign rule.
			Their freedoms temporary 
				and could vanish on the whim of whoever had the king’s ear!
	And to make matters worse – their identity, their culture…
		their religion and their god - were viewed with significant suspicion.

So… one foot out of place… one wrong step… 
	and their fortunes could change immediately, dramatically!
		And now they had!

Haman, the second in charge, had taken offence by one of their number – Mordecai -
AND SO… their whole community was now facing destruction. And there was no way out. Genocide inevitable! Their obliteration inevitable – at least, that is how it appeared!

But God had other plans! And so, as we have seen over the previous few weeks, due to the courage, wisdom and grace of Esther, a young Jewish girl become queen, salvation had come. The villain had been shown for what he was – and hanged.

However, the edict still stood. On the 13th day of Adar – permission had been granted for the people of Persia to go on a killing spree to murder and destroy as many Jews as they could! And so a plan was hatched, the Jews were encouraged to defend themselves, and as a result the Jews escaped their inevitable obliteration. More than that, achieved a great victory and wonderful salvation. God did… God has… rescued his people, and to celebrate, the annual festival of Purim was established.

A feast lasting two days, to be observed, without fail, every year. This year commencing on the 2nd March! A feast celebrating the reality - that however bad it seems – God will achieve His purpose. A feast which points to the reality of God’s ultimate rescue of all – through Jesus, that however bad, damning and irrevocable our plight, God will and has found a way to save us.

A rescue of which Peter writes: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.	(1Pe 1:3-5)

And so we come today to the conclusion of the story. This is what we see above all else.  A complete change in circumstances. A reversal of fortunes. From depression and despair as they were destined to death and destruction, to victory, honour, and fear among their enemies and the exaltation of their God.

However, this story, particularly to our modern ears is both wonderful and disturbing. It is incredible and horrendous! It gives reason to marvel, celebrate, and rejoice. But it also causes us to squirm, weep and wrestle!

Today we read of how the Jews escaped destruction, annihilation, genocide, by inflicting great harm on others.  By executing their own massacre! Now, if we overlook the disturbing features, this part of the story is a vindication, a promise, a reason for hope. It is a complete reversal of fortunes. And a victory to be celebrated and commemorated!

But, but we can’t, we mustn’t, because of the atrocities that occurred! We can’t because of our modern sensibilities and our recognition that all life is valuable. We can’t because we know all people are made in the image of God. And we can’t because of the words of Jesus himself…  “If your enemy strikes you on the cheek, turn to him the other cheek also. Matt.5:39
And “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…  Matt.5:43
Or the words of Peter: “Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 1 Peter 3:9

And so for us, today, this part of the story is a hard thing.  It is confronting! We want to, it is right to rejoice at God’s rescue, the victory, the salvation of God’s people and the reminder of God’s faithfulness, fulfilled completely in Jesus. But at what cost!  At the loss of thousands of lives and violence done in the name of God!

Which means we cannot simply celebrate! We must also consider the aspects of this story which are so disturbing. We can’t use it to justify killing or excuse it as simply a reflection of the values of an uncivilised people.

Just like we can’t with our own history, especially the history of our nation!

You know, as confronting as it is, as dangerous as it is for me to mention it, I would be remiss not to allude – in this context - to our public holiday tomorrow. That on this day – one in which we are encouraged to celebrate Australia and all that we are, all that we have, all the good things we enjoy, but for many, the question is – at what cost!

I have been reading Bill Bryson’s “In a Sunburned Country” where he says that before white settlement it is estimated that the indigenous population numbered between 300,000 and 1 million. But by the end of the 1800’s, their numbers had dropped to between 30 and 50,000! Some a result of atrocities too horrible to mention! Mostly because of diseases we brought.  

So how do we as a nation process these realities?  Does it mean there are not great things about Australia we should celebrate - of course not!  But nor does it mean we should not pretend that it has not come at great cost! Our arrival caused enormous harm, with ongoing implications for our first nations peoples. Which is why Christians and Churches all over the country, take this day, as we will later, to pray for our first nations people.  	

And so, as we come to the final chapter of Esther today, we are confronted with the question - we are forced to ask: “what do we do with the parts of the Old Testament where killing is commanded and brutality justified.
Like Psalm 137 “Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones and dashes them against the rock!” (Psa 137:9)
Or God commanding the Israelites to annihilate their enemies in Deut.20:16-18.
And what do we do with our own history?

Particularly in light of Jesus’ own words: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.” Matthew 5:38-39

Notwithstanding that the Old Testament was prior to the New Covenant, and that God’s people the Israelites had a special mandate to be a holy, set apart people who give evidence to how good it is to live under Yahweh, their God as their King, notwithstanding that how they behaved, is not a model or justification for us behaving in the same ways or doing the same things. Notwithstanding these things…

Throughout Scripture there are 3 things that help make sense of the violence, the killing and fighting that appears within the Old Testament.

The first is that violence is always to be mixed with and moderated by, mercy. That is particularly evident here, in the story of Esther – you will notice in chapter 8 v11 the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, children and women included, and to plunder their goods. 
And yet when they did – a number of times in chapter 9 in v.10, 15 and 16 we are told but they laid no hands on the plunder.  

Now to us as casual readers this may seem a little and insignificant detail. But it speaks of their restraint, of their mercy. It reminds us that their actions were only those necessary to achieve the purpose.

The second is that violence is always a last resort and accompanied by Lament. There is always repentance.  Sorrow is always included.  There is always weeping and deep sadness at what occurs.

In Ezekiel 18:32 God declares: for I taken no pleasure in the death of anyone...  So turn and live.”
And in 2 Peter 3:9 we are told that The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. (2Pe 3:9)

As a result, whenever violence has occurred, judgement has been executed, lament, repentance, sorrow should be our first response. We should be filled with great grief at the damage done, hurt caused!

The third, and this is most significant, is how the violence in the Old Testament points to God’s ultimate purpose and judgment. His ultimate dealing with humanity’s rebellion, His ultimate rescue which he accomplished through Jesus. Jesus whose own death accomplishes justice, whose death brings repentance, whose death which rescues, saves – completely.

In the Old Testament – just as the sacrificial system pointed to Jesus
	So too the destruction of their enemies, 
		Or the killing of those who disobeyed or stood against God
			Points to God’s ultimate event when God removes all sin
				Or when God sets apart a people for himself who are truly holy…
In and through Jesus – whose death took the punishment for all evil
	And on whose shoulders the judgement of God was laid.
		All of this was a picture of what God would ultimately achieve in Jesus.
As Peter declared: He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. (1Pe 2:24)
																
Now, having said all this, and touching all too briefly on a very complex topic, there is one more thing I want to say. We must take a few moments to consider the fundamental message of this section. The whole point of this story. A point you can’t miss when you read it. On every line in every verse, we find a tone of celebration, rejoicing, victory, thanks.

From being a people destined to be destroyed, trapped and hopeless they have now escaped - achieved victory and in the process - gained honour!

Chpt.8:15-17  Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honour. And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them.

Did you get that last line: “And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews”!

From when God first rescued Adam and Eve from the consequences of their disobedience, to the calling of Abram from obscurity, God’s intention, God’s purpose, and God’s activity, was so that all of the world may be blessed. That all people everywhere would discover how good it is to have God as king!

And now – these Persian oppressors – people from the mightiest, most extravagant and luxurious nation on the earth (remember the opening scene of the story), even these have discovered that being a Jew is better. That being part of God’s people is preferred!
Why? Because “on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them.”  9:1  
BECAUSE - to be part of God’s people is better than anything else in the world!

This is ultimately what this story is about. This is what the festival of Purim celebrates and reminds us.

It doesn’t matter how bad things look.
		Or what terrible things have or might occur.
	It doesn’t matter if you feel your back is against the wall, 
		your options restricted, your future bleak.
	It doesn’t matter if your friends and family are against you
			Or your life is threatened. 
				Or your country doesn’t share your values.
	It doesn’t matter if you carry emotional scars, or physical challenges 
		or financial concerns.
To be one of God’s people, to be in God’s family, to know God as your protector – that is the best thing of all. It is the only thing that counts!

If God can turn things around for Esther and her kin…
	He can turn things around for you.
		He HAS turned things around – by sending Jesus.
			Jesus who has won the victory
			Jesus who has paid the price
			Jesus who has defeated death
			Jesus who is reigning as King!
	Jesus who invites you today to know Him, 
		to trust Him 
			and to experience the victory He has achieved.
Will you come to this Jesus today?


PRAYER



COMMUNION
our celebration event that reminds us of the victory Jesus achieved for us

COMMUNION – after the message

WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS

COMMUNION
The Jews celebrated Purim to remember and celebrate their salvation from, and great victory over, the mighty Persians!
We gather around this table to remember and celebrate our salvation from death and God’s gift of life to us all.
It is a reminder that however bad things look, God is still in control and is at work and will achieve his good purpose for us.
So, in confidence, trust and joy – we gather to celebrate and remember.

SHARE ELEMENTS with invitation to prayer

FINAL PRAYER INCLUDING ABORIGIONAL SUNDAY PRAYER


PRAYER FOR ABORIGINAL SUNDAY 
Holy Father, God of Love.
You are the Creator of this land and of all good things.
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history
and the suffering of our peoples,
	and we ask your forgiveness.
We thank you for the survival of indigenous cultures.
Our hope is in you because you gave your Son, Jesus
	to reconcile the world to you.
We pray for your strength and grace to forgive,
accept and love one another,
	as you love us and forgive and accept us
	in the sacrifice of your Son.
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history
so that we may build a better future for our nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures.
	Teach us to care for our land and waters.
	Help us to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change
to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities,
especially the disadvantaged.
Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.
May your power and love be the foundations
on which we build our families, our communities and our nation,
	through Jesus Christ our Lord.
