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ESTHER  chapts.3,4		PARTNERING WITH GOD		11th January 2026

Have you heard the saying “Let go and let God”?
There is much in this which is good as it encourages us to trust Him.
In the midst of challenging circumstances, personal difficulties, 
or being overwhelmed by world events…
	don’t forget God is present and at work.  So “Let go and let God”.

However, as we all know - it is not quite as simple as this. Somehow, we also have personal responsibility. We can’t just sit back and leave it all to God to sort out.

The difficulty is that the alternative, is even worse.  You know how it is – when we don’t involve God at all and think it is all up to us! If we don’t get it right, plan, strategize, control – then disaster is imminent! But, for many of us – this is often the default position. We live our lives and try and navigate the complexities and challenges of life…as if it is all up to us! Even our “work for God”… Often the way we function is as effective atheists.  As if God is not present or at work at all!

Here as we get further into the story of Esther we have a living example of what it means to take personal responsibility, to be actively involved. While trusting God.  While expecting God to be at work and anticipating his activity at every turn, which is exactly what Peter is teaching those to whom he is writing in his first letter.

Now, Peter, the impetuous action orientated disciple of Jesus, wrote 2 letters, found after the book of Hebrews in our New Testament. They were written to encourage the scattered Christians to remain faithful. Removed from their homes, families and church community it would be easy for them to think and behave as if God had abandoned them and that He was no longer at work in and through them. I mean how could he be – given what had happened!?

And so, as he writes to encourage them not to lose heart, or their faith, he calls them, instead, to trust God and remain faithful. To speak and act in a way that honours God, while expecting to see God at work through their lives and in their communities. Because faithful Christian living is a partnership, a partnership between our obedience and God’s activity.

I suggested last week that Esther is an illustrative companion to the book of 1 Peter, a story of how God’s people partnered with God, despite having no power or influence as exiles living under the rule of a godless and all powerful king. Today we see how Esther, and her guardian cousin Mordecai acted with personal responsibility, while trusting God to intervene.  To be at work. While 1 Peter is calling the dispersed and persecuted Christians, he is calling us to live faithful Christian lives, in the confidence that God is present and still at work.

Allow me to read a section from 1 Peter 3: 8-18  Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  (1Pe 3:8-18)

PRAYER 

In the opening 2 chapters of the story of Esther the scene is set. We have the heroine, Esther, plucked from obscurity to become queen! However, even as this occurs, it is perfectly obvious that being queen gives no real privileges. It is not inherently a position of power or influence or authority! In fact it could be argued, it only adds to the expectations and obligations. And given that she is a Jew, belongs to a marginalised and reviled minority group, a people of faith of whom many had their suspicions, she decides to keep her identity a secret – it is safer!

And Mordecai, Esther’s cousin and guardian - a man of integrity and honour, a man of wisdom, courage and grace, whose character becomes evident when in the closing few lines of chapter 2, Mordecai exposes a plot against the King, thus saving his life.

But now things are getting desperate. Enter Haman the Agagite! A man who desires power, recognition, influence. A narcissist of the first degree. Everything about him.., his reputation, his advancement, his power, hints at the dangers to come for God’s people!

Haman quickly advances up the ranks to a position of ultimate authority.  A throne which is “above all the officials”. A position which demands that all are to bow down to Him.  All are to give him the honour he deserves - Haman the all powerful!!

Troublingly – Mordecai refuses. Mordecai knows (as Daniel and his friends had also known) that one should not give homage to anyone or anything other than their one true God. And so he snubs him whenever Haman passes!

You can imagine Haman’s reaction! 
“How dare this nobody, this num scull, this, this, this…
		How dare he not give me the respect I deserve!
And, we are told: Haman was filled with fury 3:5.
So mad – that he decided he should punish all who were like Mordecai.
	All his kinsmen.  
		All the Jews!

Suddenly things have escalated. Once a people maligned, but largely ignored - now in the cross hairs! And Mordecai – who simply acted out of principle - in line with his devotion… refusing to compromise his core belief…Now Mordecai has put - not only his own life in danger…. But all of his own people are now at significant risk.  In fact will almost certainly be annihilated!

For 12 months Haman stewed.
His pride hurt, his anger simmering. 
	He decided enough was enough and hatched a plan.
		Anyway to punish Mordecai for his insolence 
			and destroy all those pesky Jews in the process!

Listen to how he describes them to the King: “There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not to the king's profit to tolerate them.   3:8

A “certain people”, nameless, faceless, different from us - and therefore dangerous! Have you heard that before? History tells us, that when we don’t know people, when we characterise them in impersonal ways and describe them as different, it becomes easy to malign, overlook or even mistreat them.

Group people as “illegal immigrants” and it’s easy to make laws to keep them out. BUT - get to know a family who have risked their lives to escape a dangerous country and give a better future for their children. Have them in your home, eat with them, get to know them, suddenly it’s much harder to send them back.

Think of what happened with Priya, Nades, Kopik and Tharnicaa, the family living in Biloela, who were taken in a dawn raid in 2018 in an effort to have them deported. Those who knew them, went to school with them, did life with them, they started a 4 year long grass roots campaign that eventually resulted in a change in Government policy and their return to Biloela, where they now run a food truck business called Priya Nades kitchen!
 
Identify people as troubled teenagers, Muslims, Aboriginals or gays, and it is easy to say things, have an attitude, or even propose an action, that you would never do if you knew them personally.  By name. 

Anyway, in depersonalising this whole community, Haman managed to convince the King to have them annihilated.
If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king's business, that they may put it into the king's treasuries.” So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews.  3:9,10

For Mordecai and Esther things are now getting desperate, it is beginning to feel like annihilation is certain.  Their situation hopeless. With no power or influence, laws had been made.  Their fate was now sealed!
For a law was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring. Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.    3:12,13

For many of us, there are some tough things we are facing. Situations in which we feel completely hopeless. Do we just “let go and let God”. Or is it up to us to act, take risks, do what we can to influence? The answer, as we shall see – is both! 

But now, in the story you can feel the tension rise. The music is growing in intensity and becoming increasingly dramatic. The images are growing dark. The threat has become overwhelming.

And in chapter 4 we see Mordecai’s response: When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 4:1 
A cry that was now echoed throughout the land by all God’s people.  And in every province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.  4:3

They were desperate and rightly so. Their situation dire, their destruction almost certain. And so they cried. They wept and mourned and fasted. Sitting in sackcloth and ashes as an expression of their despair and misery. And, while not stated, everyone knew, this was a demonstration of their dependence on God and desperation for God to act.

What do we do when similarly desperate! When feeling hopeless. When overwhelmed by the inevitable?  How do you demonstrate your dependence on God and desperation for Him to act? 

But as this story shows… and as we know… things are not always as they seem.
While our circumstances may feel hopeless.
	While our situation overwhelming.
		God is still God.
			God is still at work.
				God has not finished what he is doing.
For this reason Peter encourages us in his letter with these words: For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”   1 Peter.3:13


We live in an age where it is easy for us to feel defeated, powerless, voiceless. It can appear that we have no voice and are being increasingly sidelined and maligned.
In our own lives, families, relationships, finances 
	there can be situations which feel hopeless.
		But remember – the eyes of the Lord are on you.
			So take heart.  Have hope.  And be faithful. 

Allow me now to outline the rest of today’s episode, and so give a few pointers as to how to work in partnership with God.

Firstly the details of their situation were uncovered and discovered:  and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her  4:7,8

Facts are important!
So often we respond emotionally to bits of information.
And - for a number of reasons – that is where we stop!
Overwhelmed we react out of fear, or hurt or prejudice or…

Think about the housing crisis in Australia which is affecting many people we know and love and putting some of our most vulnerable at risk. Tragically our response is to blame.  Blame the government policies, blame immigration, blame the rich capitalists profiteering from it!  

However, before we jump to conclusions or decide what to think or more importantly how to respond – learn the facts.  Do what you can to find out the truth. You may well discover it is not quite as simple as you first thought. And perhaps blaming is not the best response!

If we want to work in partnership with God – we need to be well informed. That is true in decisions we make as a Church – whether that be about our mission or what to do about our houses… information is critical. Or whether it be about trying to find God’s will for your life. Or deciding who to marry, or how to best walk with my neighbour towards faith.  Or what I should do about my health. Find the facts! 

The responsibility for personal action was outlined.   and Mordecai said: command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people.  4:8

We have a responsibility to act.
Peter spells this out in his letter.  He gives specific and clear instructions. You see this throughout his whole letter, but here in v.9 we read…
	 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, 
		bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 3:9
	And again in v.15: but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
		always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
			for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,  3:15

If we want God to act.  If we need God to do something. WE need to be involved. We too need to be active.

I have never played cricket, but I know this much. As the bowler comes in to bowl, those in the outfield begin moving. Why?	Because it is easier to change direction to be where you need to be, if you are already on the move. So too with working in partnership with God. You want God to act. You want him to tell you what you should do. Start moving in the direction you feel, you think, is right.  
You can change direction if you need to.  And it will be easier to be in the right place, doing the right thing, if you are already actively involved.

BUT - It doesn’t mean things always get better.
In fact, initially, nothing changed and a sense of hopelessness and helplessness, began to sink in:  “All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 4:11

Esther and Mordecai, like us, were only human. Their plight was desperate. There seems no human way forward! And it feels as if there is nothing that can be done!

Interestingly, that is often when we come back to the basics.  Work out what we really believe and think.

Do we trust God? 
Are we living our lives based on the truth of who He is?

And so we come to the final 2 pointers to live in partnership with God:
1. God can do it alone, but he invites us to participate with Him 
Then Mordecai [said to] Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews.   For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”   4:13,14 

Relief and deliverance will rise from another place – but you will miss out! This is an incredibly powerful statement about which many things could be said. Allow me to name one! The motivation, the reason we are to work in partnership with God, is not because He needs us to – but because He invites us to, He wants us to.

This truth permeates throughout Peter’s first letter. His encouragement for us to live in such a way to honour God, is not because it is necessary – God needs it! But because it is good, right and lifegiving – for us and for those we live among. God is not dependent on us to accomplish his purpose. But he invites us to be involved! What a privilege.  What an honour.  To think God wants us… and so invites us… to join him in achieving his purposes! This is the abundant life we are created for! Is there anything better than this to be invested in?!

2. And our response is to trust and obey: “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.”  4:16

Or as Peter reminds us:  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer  3:12
Therefore we should:   turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.   3:11

And this is the crux of it all. If you are to work in partnership with God, it comes down to this simple statement - Trust and Obey! Trust God through prayer, dependence, and resting in his presence. Obey God through doing whatever is necessary, acting honourably, faithfully, and obediently!

Trust God by taking risks, stepping out in faith, and being sacrificially generous with your time and money. Obey God by living in confidence and hope of what he has achieved for us in Jesus.
Or as Peter puts it: For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  3:17,18

CONCLUSION
I am sure you have heard people say, “Let go and let God”.  
This is not a sentiment we find in Scripture.  
God works in partnership with his people.
It is always ‘both and’ - All of God and all of us!

Whether that be in the mystery of how we come to faith…  
He chose us before the foundation of the world and predestined us to be adopted 
	as his children, through the work of his Son our Saviour Jesus
And yet – you and I must decide.  
	For it is through our belief and confession that we are saved.

Or in how God is at work, bringing about his purposes for any situation.  
In the world given the mess and desperate need there is for things to change…
	Or in your own life and circumstances…
		It is always a partnership between God and us.

God is at work and he invites us, calls us to be involved.  To act.
So, as you think about….  
	Well, whatever situation you are thinking about now.
The invitation today, as it is every day, is to trust God.  And obey Him.
	Live in a way that honours him as you depend on Him for all things.



