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SERIES – THE CROSS  - THE ANSWER TO IGNORANCE	8th Mar 2026
Romans 1:18-28, Philippians 3:1-11

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. (Rom 1:18-28)

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
(Php 3:1-11)



INTRODUCTION
I am sure many of us have heard it said “Ignorance is bliss”.
This phrase originates from a poem by Thomas Gray, called “Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College”. It was published in 1742 and suggested that it’s better for people to be blissfully unaware of their fate.

Which makes me think of that current game “would you rather”.
	Do you know it?  
One question I was asked recently is:
	 “Would you rather know when you would die, or how you would die”.
To which I would answer – “Neither!  For me – ignorance about both is bliss!

However, in life generally ignorance is not necessarily a good thing.
Thomas Jefferson is known to have once quipped:  “If ignorance is bliss, why aren't more people happy?”
While Timothy Long believed that: “Fear and ignorance are the key roots to racism.”
And Plato argued that: “Ignorance is the root and the stem of every evil.”
And Albert Einstein: “The only thing more dangerous than ignorance is arrogance.”
Which sadly often go together!
Even the Dalai Lama argues that: “All suffering is caused by ignorance.” 

The book of Proverbs encourages us to avoid being a fool! And so time and time again we are called to “seek knowledge”!		

Allow me to share just a few gems from its pages:
Pro 10:10  Whoever winks the eye causes trouble, and a babbling fool will come to ruin.
Pro 14:3  By the mouth of a fool comes a rod for his back, but the lips of the wise will preserve them.
Pro 18:2  A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion.
And the psalmist writes: The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; there is none who does good.  Psa 53:1  

As a consequence, it feels as if the way to life…to a better, more humane society, greater peace, prosperity and happiness – is education. Knowledge, information and understanding is THE antidote to humanity’s ills!

And we would want to agree… to a point!
	So we discipline our children – hoping to help them know right from wrong. 
	We do driver education courses 
		and tell people of the dangers of smoking to dissuade them!
	We have ongoing training at work and expect to be continuous learners.
	We see it as a good thing to do well at school and pursue further study. 
	And we ourselves come to Church, read and study the Bible hoping to learn. 
Today, we know more than we ever have.
	With more information at our fingertips than any of us could ever hope to take in!

And yet it doesn’t take an Einstein to see that our incredible training, sophisticated education, and enormous knowledge, haven’t fixed humanity’s ills.  
Just look around.  Listen to the news. Or hear what people talk about when they get together. We bicker, complain, argue, and gossip. Consider the mental health crises, the family violence, the state of the world…

It would appear education, knowing more doesn’t work! As CS Lewis once said: “If you give a devil an education, you do not make them an angel – just clever devils.”

However, it is true, and the Bible makes clear, there IS a connection between ignorance and evil. Education, knowledge and wisdom may not fix us, but the lack of them doesn’t help!
For: A fool's mouth is his ruin, and his lips are a snare to his soul.  Pro 18:7 

Now these sins of ignorance can fall into 2 categories:
There are those things I know – but choose not to know.  
Or at least choose to believe they don’t apply to me, or it doesn’t matter!

Like when we speed.  We know it is wrong but reject that it is wrong for us at that moment – after all there are no speed cameras, no one else on the road, or everyone else is doing it. We know it – but choose not to know it.
Or the Tax rules – we know basically what they are but choose to ignore what can be known – so that we can pay less tax.
Or into this list we could add: gossip, or lying, or lust, or envy, or greed or anger, or racism, or arrogance, or…

We know all these things are wrong but choose to believe that what I am doing is not any of these things. They don’t apply to me.  They don’t matter!
How many of us justify the way we live, the thoughts we have, the attitudes we hold because we choose not to face the reality of what we are actually doing?

For this reason Paul speaks of people who were “alienated from the life of God on account of the ignorance that is in them”.  Eph.4:18
And in Romans 1 he talks about us all deserving God’s judgement because we ‘Know the Truth’ but “Exchanged the truth of God for a lie…”.

Secondly, there are sins of ignorance that are because I actually do not know.  I have a lack of knowledge. But even with these there is no excuse. We are culpable for the things we do wrong even if we don’t know they are wrong!

I recently received a speeding ticket. Driving a road I was unfamiliar with, I turned off the highway and missed the 80km sign on the side road. Thinking it was still 100, I was photographed!
NOW… I may think it unfair. I may rail against the revenue raising and the lack of good signage. But I have no excuse. I broke the law. I am guilty! And my bank balance felt the impact!

So what sins of ignorance do we do – how would we know!?
	What about the clothes we buy…
		could it be that they are empowering child slave labour?  Do we care?
	Or holding shares which may support gambling, pornography or other evils?
	And what about government policies that increase our house prices, 
		while making it impossible for others to find a home…
	Or economic policies which help the rich get richer while the poor get poorer 
	Or our desire to keep Australia for us…
		while millions of people are in refugee camps or are stateless?

We live in a complex world where everything is connected. As a result, so much of what we appreciate, the wealth we enjoy, is at the expense of those who have nothing… of others. But to know all this, to not participate in any of this is impossible. But it doesn’t make it not wrong! In our ignorance we sin.  We break God’s law.  And therefore we deserve His wrath!	

Which is why John Chrysostom, an early Church father, would pray: “O Lord, if I have sinned in mind or thought, in word or deed, forgive me. 
And then continues: “O Lord, deliver me from all ignorance, forgetfulness, faint-heartedness, and stony insensibility…”.

However, I don’t believe not knowing is our biggest challenge. Our problem is not that it is just too hard to get it right! The difficulty really is - that we don’t care that much. Our problem is that we just don’t realise the extent, impact and seriousness, of sin! We are blind to what sin really is!  We just don’t understand, or care!
L Morris states: “It seems to be the presumption of the NT writers that, if we really understood what sin is and what consequences it inevitably brings, we would flee from it instead of embracing it as we so frequently do.”

And to make matters worse - we want to keep it that way!  Because, if we don’t know, then we won’t have to change!

How else can we explain that you and I would risk God’s wrath, for the sake of a moment’s fleeting pleasure!
How else can we explain our ignorance of the history of white settlement in Australia and its impact on our first nations people.
How else can we explain our choice to live the way we do – despite the cost to so many – and on God’s creation!
How else can we explain the amount of stuff I own – despite Jesus’ call to “live simply so that others may simply live”.
How else can we justify holding unforgiveness, or spreading gossip or feeling angry – rather than deal with it the way Jesus calls.
It is because of ignorance.  I don’t know and I don’t really want to know!  Because to know is to be guilty! And that would require change!

There have been various times in my life when the reality of my ignorance has become overwhelming. Wanting to really follow the teachings of Jesus I have wrestled with His call to sell everything I have, give my money to the poor and come follow me. In my daily readings during lent using Lectio365 – I know some of you are using this also – we are listening to and learning from some of the “desert fathers”… people who have done just that! So what’s stopping me now?
Well it’s complex… But most importantly – it would be costly.  Too costly for most of us.  Certainly too costly for me!	

For this reason, ignorance feels like bliss!  And I prefer to remain that way!
As Paul states:  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So we are without excuse. (Rom 1:18-21)
If we are honest - we could know - but we choose not to!

Which brings us to the Cross:
	As Jesus hangs there dying
		Put there by religious fanatics and for political purposes…
			Surrounded by people yelling “crucify him, crucify him”
				And soldiers nonchalantly sitting at his feet, 
						casting lots for his clothes as they wait for him to die!

And Jesus, struggling for every breath, cries out… 
	“Father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing”
Was this possible?!  Surely they knew!?
	Most must have known he was innocent.  
		They all knew they were crucifying him.  
			You don’t hammer nails through flesh without knowing.  
			You don’t cry ‘Crucify, Crucify’ unless you understand what you are saying.”

But what they did not understand was who they were killing. What they did not know was that THAT One on the Cross was the only man in all history who did not deserve to die. For he was the only one who had never sinned. As Paul later said “Had they known they would NOT have crucified the Lord of Glory”. 1 Cor.2:8

But that is what sin does – it distorts and destroys.  
	It confuses and confounds.
		It creates misunderstanding and ignorance.

And just as they did not know when they killed Jesus.
	So we don’t really know the true nature of our sinful actions.
		We don’t fully understand – the extent of the evil that is our sin.
			Whether we know we are sinning or not!
No one really knows.
	No one in all history really knows the true nature and magnitude of sin.
		Even one sin – let alone the whole mass of it.

And into this ignorance Jesus cries - “Father Forgive”.
	Into this ‘not knowing’ – Jesus comes and deals with our sin, all our sin.  
		The sins of willful disobedience!
			the sin of refusing to know!
				the sin of pretending not to know!
					the sin of thinking it doesn’t matter!
Jesus deals with it all and forgives.

It’s no wonder Paul could write so passionately: I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him…that I may know him. Php 3:8-9  

And in dealing with our sins of ignorance it changes three things:
1. He helps us to know God.
2. He helps us face our ignorance of sin – however painful.
3. He helps us change.

So as I finish in a moment, allow me to comment on each of these things.
Jesus’ death helps us know God
Dr. M Lloyd-Jones remarks: “All our troubles ultimately emanate from our ignorance of God.  That is the real trouble in the world today.”
For this reason, Jesus himself said: “This is life eternal, that they may know you, the only true God, and him whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” John.17:3  
And through Jesus, because of the Cross, we can KNOW God!

It is because of the death of Jesus that we know God. 
	Not just know about Him – but know Him.
		Know who He is and what He thinks of us.
		Know what He is like and how much He loves us
			Know Him as a Father, a Friend, a Saviour, and our King!
						Do you know God like this?

Which brings us to the second point.
Jesus’ death helps us face our ignorance of sin – however painful.
It is never easy hearing, discovering that you have fallen short. When someone comments on something you have done that isn’t perfect. If you are like me – you become defensive, protective, upset. If I have offended someone, when I become aware of it, my tendency is to justify, excuse, plead ignorance.
When I get that awkward notification from the police, I quickly try and find someone else to blame, another to take the rap.
When it is suggested that my attitude towards another, my understanding of an issue, or my behavior in a particular situation is not as Christlike as it should be, I can become argumentative, justify my position, go on the attack!
My guess is I am not alone!

But if I know God, if I know He is for me, 
	loves me unconditionally 
		and will never leave me nor forsake me.
	If I am convinced He has forgiven me fully 
		and nothing can ever separate Him from me…

Then I can face whatever I do that is wrong.  
	I can look at my sin, my willful disobedience and my sins of ignorance,
		I can see them for what they are.  
			Own my failure and experience His cleansing forgiveness,
				the freedom from knowing He has dealt with them!

And, as a consequence, it then becomes easier to change.
Which is the 3rd thing that I want to finish with -
For the death of Jesus helps us change to be more like Jesus.

If the death of Jesus enables me to know how much God loves me,
	and therefore to deal with my ignorance,
		this empowers me to face my sin and change.

Which was Paul’s longing expressed in Philippians: that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  (Php 3:10-12)
		Knowing God helps me see my sin for what it is, and makes me want to change!

We can know God – because of the death of Jesus.
	Knowing God and His love for me helps me face the reality of my sin.
		Knowing God, my sin and His power at work in me – causes me to want to.
			And helps me change!

But how?
Allow me to give a couple of suggestions that I have found helpful.
Three C’s to help you change!
1. Content.  Seek new information and perspectives - particularly from people and sources who see things differently from you.
2. Confession.  Talk to God about what you are learning.  Tell him where you have got it wrong.
3. Community.  In community and with community.  Allow others to inform you, share with them your struggles.  Invite them to hold you accountable. 

CONCLUSION	
JI Packer in his book “Knowing God” begins by stating his conviction that ignorance of God lies at the root of much of the Church’s weakness today.
		What were we made for?  To know God.  
		What aim should we set ourselves in life?  To know God.  
		What is the ‘eternal life’ that Jesus gives?  Knowledge of God.

In the New Testament we see that it is by the Cross knowledge comes.
	Knowledge – both head and heart - of God.
		Knowledge that reveals our sin.
			And knowledge that helps us change.

In this way the Cross is God’s Answer to Ignorance – it is the wisdom of God.
	As the writer of Proverbs stated: 
		The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.  Pro 1:7 

WEEK 4		THE CROSS – THE ANSWER TO IGNORANCE	Rom.1:18-28

WARM UP
Play a short general knowledge quiz (check out internet, Trivial pursuit etc.)

Discuss – is ignorance ever an excuse?

Share your response to the soul training exercise


BIBLE STUDY
Read Romans 1:18-28 and Philippians 3:1-11

Read 1 Peter 1:13-14. and Ephesians 4:17-18).
Are there things of which you choose to be blissfully ignorant?  (consider where your clothing comes from or what you eat or spend your time looking at, or the history of white settlement in Australia and its impact on the first Australians) 
Why do we do this and what impact does it have?  

Leon Morris says “New Testament writers seem to presume that, if we really understood what sin is and what its consequences inevitably bring, we would flee from it instead of embracing it as we so frequently do.  How can we even think of risking eternal separation from our creator God who loves us, for the sake of fleeting moments of pleasure that leave us unsatisfied?”
Why do we choose fleeting pleasures over eternal satisfaction?

Jesus from the Cross said “Father forgive them – they don’t know what they are doing”  What do you think Jesus meant by this?  

Read Acts 3:14-20
Based on these readings is ignorance an excuse?

Ernest Haeschen argues that the real guilt lies precisely in the agnoia (not knowing).  If people had not hardened their hearts against God he says, they would have recognised Jesus.  Only so does it become plain that in the Cross our guilt is revealed.  So far from their ignorance being an excuse for their sin, it was the cause of their guilt.  They could have known better, they were in darkness only because they had rejected the light.  Ignorance always leads people away from God.

Read Luke 1:77-79, John 14:6,7, Phil.3:8-10
If ignorance is sin, what is the alternative? How do we do this?

How has God revealed Himself?  What can we do to know Him more? 

Consider: The Cross is the means by which we can know God and God knows us.  How do you feel about this statement?  Why

How do we know if we truly know Him?  Read 1 John 2:3,4, 4:7

What might that look like for you?

CONSIDER the three C’s to help you change!
1. Content.  Seek new information and perspectives - particularly from people and sources who see things differently from you.
2. Confession.  Talk to God about what you are learning.  Tell him where you have got it wrong.
3. Community.  In community and with community.  Allow others to inform you, Share with them your struggles.  Invite them to hold you accountable. 

What can you do this week in each of these?


SOUL TRAINING
Begin each day with this simple prayer
Father I want to know you, Jesus I want to know you, Holy Spirit I want to know you.  Reveal yourself to me today.

Then read a chapter of John's gospel beginning at chapter 13 and ask what do I learn about Jesus from this passage?

Decide to do an extraordinary loving act to someone you don't know well this week.
Pray God's blessing upon them as you do it.





