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SERMON SUNDAY 							28th Dec 2025  
Following God into an uncertain Future

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. (Mat 2:13-23)

We know the story well.
	At least the story that goes before this one.
		3 wise men from the east, following a star, 
			come to the baby Jesus and give him gifts and worship.

Or do we?
	Firstly we don’t know how many there were, nor if they were all men.
		We infer 3 because of the 3 gifts they brought.  
			And the original Magi was indeed plural.  
				But paintings from the early church sometimes had 12!
And where did they come from, all we know it was east of the river Jordan, 
	possibly Persia (now Iran), other than that it is pure conjecture.  
Nor do we know how they came, or really what the star was that they followed.

We don’t know when they came, most likely between when Jesus 
	was 8 days old (when he was presented at the temple) 
		and 2 (the age of all the boys Herod had killed).
And as a result it is very unlikely that they arrived at the back of an inn, 
	or were part of the original nativity scene.
		We do know that when they arrived Jesus and his family were living in a home.

And we know, that once Herod found out about the birth of a rival…
	his insecurity, flared into a jealous rage 
		and he took extreme, all be it unsuccessful, measures to have him eradicated. 

So while the story is familiar, we probably don’t know it as well as we think.
	And in particular, my guess is, we have never really sat in the mystery 
		or tragedy of it,
			nor in how it gives us hope and confidence for us in our own circumstances.
Because, believe it or not, this story is perfect for where we are.
	It is just right for us as we come to the end of 2025 and enter into 2026

As we think about the state of the world, 
	the Western World in particular as it gradually strays from Christian values, 
		while becoming increasingly more sectarian, divisive and intolerant.  
			A trend we are not exempt from being a part of.
As we hear about events in the majority world with increasing tensions, wars, 
	and brutality of its own people or because of other nations incursions.
		Or the state of our climate and its impact on natural disasters…
Surely the round up of years events we saw earlier give us reason to be concerned!

Or, as we think about the Church.  
	The Church world wide feels like its struggling, 
		and we know of churches closing, splitting, dying… 
But is this the reality?  What is God up to?  
	Where is God in what is happening for us?  
	What is He calling us to as we enter 2026 with its possibilities and opportunities?

And as we think about our lives.  
	Perhaps we feel a little like Joseph, or Mary. Overwhelmed, terrified, desolate?  
		Or was it expectant, excited and hopeful. 
			It’s hard to tell...  
Matthew gives us little insight into how they were feeling.
When they were warned and fled for their lives and lived as refugees in a foreign country for 4 or 5 years
Or when they heard of how Herod had slaughtered so many boys…
	and the grief experienced by their friends
Or when they were able to return home, at last, and establish themselves as a family in Nazareth…

All we know is what they did.
	How they responded to the threat, and the way God lead them.
Their trust, their obedience and the provision they experienced as a result.  PAUSE


We pick up the story after the departure of the Magi, 
	when an angel appears to Jospeh in a dream saying “flee!  
	Run for your life and the life of your son. Herod is searching for him to kill him!”
There is much about this that is disturbing!
	But in it all I find Joseph’s response astounding.
I don’t remember many of my dreams – perhaps just as well.
	But if I did, I can’t imagine I would be willing to act in such a dramatic way based on a dream!
		Can you?

Now I am aware that there are many examples where this sort of thing happens.
	And perhaps when Angels appear in dreams…
		it is so obvious that you have no choice but to obey.
			But I am not so sure!
I have a sneaking suspicion it is more about Joseph’s awareness and willingness to listen and obey God…	to be directed by him… than anything else.
That he, being a “righteous man” Matt.1:19, resulted in him being attuned to listening to God and doing what He said.

And as a result, I can’t help but ask: “Am I that willing?”

Now, of course we all know the right answer!
	For most of us, I imagine that deep in our souls we believe the answer is – YES!
		Yes – if God made it clear that I should do something – then I would do it!
			No questions asked.  Immediately and without hesitation!

But, are we really?
	What about when Jesus effectively tells us in Matt.18:22 that we should forgive…
		“every time, immediately and always!”  
			What about that neighbour who has been difficult to get on with, 
				or Church member who offended you, 
					or relative who hurt you.  
Have you forgiven them?

Or when we are told to care for the poor, the blind, the naked… in Mat.25
	To look after the alien among us and welcome the stranger into our home Jer.22:33
		Or to give all our money away to the poor… Matt.19:22
How willing, ready, are we to say Yes to this!

Of course we have reason to hesitate.  To question and give excuses…
	What about our own families? 
		I don’t have the time or the money? 
			and my little bit won’t make a difference, so why bother…
				
And as a country, to do this would threaten our Australian way of life, 
	perhaps our home affordability and job opportunities, possibly even our security…
		How willing are we really to do what God says?   PAUSE

As we enter 2026, as you make new years resolutions…
	What would happen if instead of making excuses or towing the party line,..
		we made it our priority, we resolved, 
			to be more like Jesus and do whatever God says.  
				However unpopular or counter cultural or crazy!	PAUSE

The second thing we note from this story, is that while God was clearly at work
	And Joseph and Mary were willing to obey him completely,
		It didn’t mean everything was great.
			In fact what happened was appalling, it was horrendous!

While Mary, Joseph and Jesus escaped and were saved…
	For their friends, probably many within their family, among their neighbours…
		there was a great tragedy.
The despotic ruler Herod, out of a desperate desire to hang on to power, 
	ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 2:16	PAUSE

You know, just because God is at work, that He is achieving his purpose, 
	it doesn’t mean everything will be wonderful.
		Our circumstances, how well things are working out…
			This is not a good indicator of where God is at work or what He is doing!

For anyone looking on or reading of these events – Surely you would have to ask – “Where is God in this tragedy”
Knowing this Matthew takes the time to remind us that it was predicted.
	Not to say God wanted it to happen
		But to assure us that it has not taken God by surprise.

Because nothing takes God by surprise.
	He is always at work, always present – even in the most evil and terrible of acts.

I have no idea what 2026 will hold.
	None of us do!
We can make some guesses, 
	It is more than likely that there will be some incredible things 
		that will cause us to praise and worship and give thanks to God.
	And there are likely to be some really, really difficult things.
		Who knows where Australia will go.  
			Will hatred, division and blame continue to be on the increase?
Will there be a continued shift in our culture or laws made which make it harder for us to live according to our Christian values? 
		Will there be other targeted attaches on racial or religious groups?
			Quite possibly.

But at this we should not be surprised.
John tells us in 1 John 3:13: Do not be surprised if the world hates you… 
Peter says: Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. (1Pe 4:12)
Even Jesus himself said “In this world you will have trouble… 
	However, he didn’t stop there.  He immediately went on to say: 
		But take heart!  I have overcome the world!  John 15:33

It is more than likely there will be some very difficult seasons in the year to come
	And to these our response is to be the same response of Mary and Joseph.
		It is to trust and obey.

Out of our confidence in who God is and out of our relationship with Him…
	We must continue to love our neighbours and welcome strangers…
		be bold in sharing our faith, 
			compassionate with those who struggle 
				and accepting of those who are different.
It is to live with Grace, 
	to be agents of Peace 
		and ambassadors of His love for all.

And what about when the challenges are personal.
	When we experience deep grief, or great hardship or an overwhelming trial…
		Isn’t it still exactly the same!?

Relying on the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, we run to him, 
	we rest in Him, we experience from Him the comfort and strength he offers…
		so that we can continue to offer comfort and care… 
			and offer compassion to others who are in any affliction 2 Cor.1:3	PAUSE

The final observation I want to make from this story is highlighted in the last section.
	And in many ways it is a summary of all that I have been saying this morning.
		“To do what God says is to do God’s will”

I know there are many of you who are concerned to be “in God’s Will”
	Your greatest desire is to make sure you hear and do what God wants for your life.
		So my question to you today is – what did that look like for Mary and Joseph?


3 times in this story we are reminded by Matthew that their actions, 
	or the events surrounding them… 
		were a direct fulfilment of God’s promises.
			Can you be any more sure you are in God’s will!?
“Their escape to Egypt fulfilled God’s promise about the Messiah: “Out of Egypt I called my Son”
The massacre of the children had been predicted in Jeremiah “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning.  Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted because they are no more” 
And now their settling in Nazareth, even that “was foretold by the prophets: He will be called a Nazarene.” Mat.2:23

Yes they were clearly “in God’s will”
	And yet – it wasn’t pretty, it wasn’t obvious and it wasn’t always good or nice!

So how do we know?
How do I know what God wants me to do or if I am doing what God wants…
	the right thing?
		Well for Mary and Joseph – they simply did what they were told!		PAUSE

For them they had to hear it through an Angel, 
	but fortunately for us – we have it clearly spelt out – in God’s Word.
The Bible makes it clear. 
	So we have no excuse.  
We can be sure we are doing what God wants.
	That we are in God’s will.
		If we do what he says:

As we conclude today’s service and as you prepare to enter into the new year,
	let me remind you of just two.
		Because, I am sure that as we focus on these – then everything else will follow.

In Matthew 22, Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment.
He gave 2, 2 which sums up them all: And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.  (Mat 22:37-39)

What is God’s will for us?
	It begins with our response to God.  Our love for God, our belief in God.
In John 14 He begins the passage saying: “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. (Joh 14:1)
		The first thing we to be in His will is to Believe in God. Trust God.  Love God.  
																		PAUSE
But for Jesus that is immediately followed by our love for others.
In John 13:32 He put it this way: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. – John 13:34

Our love for God, our Belief in God – Says John, says James, says Peter, 
	says every New Testament writer because it was said by Jesus himself…
		is evidenced by, in and through our attitude and behaviour toward others. 
Our love for them.
	In fact, Jesus immediately went on to say in John 13:35:  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (Joh 13:35)

So are you known for your love? Your love for God and for others.
	Is it evidenced in your relationships, your speech, your online chatter, 
		your attitude towards those who are different or with whom you disagree.
Do people experience you as loving?
	Do they know we love them?

If this is what we focus on in 2026.  
	Then we can be assured – we are doing God’s will.	PAUSE

A teacher once asked his student a question:
	If you are walking around a crowded room holding a cup of coffee and get bumped.  Why do you spill your coffee?
The student responded – because you get bumped?
	“No” the teacher responded.
“Because your cup was too full?”  Again the answer was no.
	A bit confused he continued: “Was it because you were in a crowded room, the cup was too full, you didn’t have a lid on it, or perhaps you were using the wrong cup.
Again the answer to all these was No!.
	Exasperated the student asked: “Then why?”

To which the teacher answered – because you were holding coffee.
	If you were holding tea – you would have spilt tea! 
		If it was wine or juice, or beer you would have spilt that.
			You spilt coffee because that was what was in your cup.

In life things will not always go your way. 
	We will face hardship, difficulty, challenge.  You will, we will all get bumped!
		What comes out during such times, is what is inside.

If we spend our time – loving God and being loved by Him.
	Then what comes out when the bumps come – will be love.
