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A SERIES IN ISRAEL’S KINGS	POWER AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD
1 Samuel 1-7	     GOD HAS NOT FORGOTTEN YOU		 7th June 2026

PRAYER

Andrew came to me distraught. Having grown up in a Christian family, during high school he had been excited about his faith, loved to worship and was active in serving within the Church. His friends were at Church and he loved nothing more than talking about Jesus with them. And sharing about Jesus with his friends at school.

But late in his teens, soon after finishing school, he moved away from home, began mixing with the wrong crowd, and slowly, bit by bit, his relationship with God drifted. He found a girlfriend who didn’t share his love of Jesus. And while his friends weren’t bad people, they just didn’t share his faith. He loved to hang out with them till late on Saturdays, making it hard to find a new Church and regularly attend it. It wasn’t long before there was nothing about Andrew that reflected his Christian faith that was once so important to him.

As time went on, this drift continued, until he rarely thought about God, hardly prayed and never read his bible or attended church. It wasn’t that he decided not to be a Christian.  It just happened. Over time, bit by bit, slowly but inevitably, all because he didn’t prioritise his faith in the little things, the everyday choices and priorities.

That was 10 years ago.  But now, after a few things that had gone wrong, Andrew came to me distraught. He needed God. But when he thought about it, the guilt and shame from letting it slip, turning from God, was too much. And to cap it all off, he remembered a passage drummed into him as a teenager, a verse from the book of Hebrews.
For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. (Heb 10:26-27)

So now, all he could conclude was that it was too late. He had blown his chances. And was now destined to an eternity separated from God! God had given him a chance but he had turned from him.  Turned his back on him. And now it was too late! He had abandoned God, God had left him, there was no going back!

You know Andrew’s situation, his rejection of God, was nothing compared to the Israelites. The people of God had been rescued from Egypt, spent 40 years in the wilderness because they didn’t trust God, or obey Him. But then, with the new generation, God had led them into their promised land, enabled them to take possession of it, settle in it, defeat the enemies that threatened them. 
They had established a whole lot of religious festivals, practices and priests to help them stay connected to God, obey God.

At last, they had achieved God’s purpose for them as His people, experiencing his blessing and demonstrating to all how good it was to have him as their king. To live under his rule and reign.
Until they didn’t!

And the book of Judges begins to tell the story of what happened.
	Their rejection of him, 
			their turning from him, 
				their disobedience to him.
Time and time again the cycle is repeated.
	They turn from God and disobey, 
		God judges them, 
			they call out to him, 
He rescues them, and they once more enjoy his blessing.
	Until it happens again. And again. And again!
The writer sums up the cause of it all in this way, the very last line in the book of Judges:  In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (Jdg 21:25)
		No king, not even God.  Especially not God!
Had they strayed too far?
	God was certainly absent.
		 God had certainly abandoned them.
			But was it for the last time?  Was it all over?  Were they done?

And so we come to the book of Samuel.  A book that declares a resounding – NO! You can never stray too far from God. You are never beyond his reach! God is always wanting to have you back! 

To emphasise this point, the first book of Samuel contrasts 2 families. There is Elkanah and his wife Hannah. Ordinary, but Godly, faithful people. And yet a couple who were experiencing childlessness. A couple sad and wondering – has God abandoned us?
Hannah was brokenhearted and was crying as she prayed, "LORD All-Powerful, I am your servant, but I am so miserable! Please let me have a son. I will give him to you for as long as he lives, and his hair will never be cut." Hannah prayed silently to the LORD for a long time. But her lips were moving, and Eli thought she was drunk. (SEE 1:12) "How long are you going to stay drunk?" he asked. "Sober up!" "Sir, please don't think I'm no good!" Hannah answered. "I'm not drunk, and I haven't been drinking. But I do feel miserable and terribly upset. I've been praying all this time, telling the LORD about my problems." (1Sa 1:10-15)

You see, according to the culture of the day, to have no children was evidence of God’s absence.  His judgement.

And then there was Eli and his sons. The priest.  God’s representative.  The one whose job it was to help the people do what God expected. To maintain their faithfulness.
And yet – Eli was weak and his sons corrupt: Eli's sons were priests, but they were dishonest and refused to obey the LORD. 1 Sam.2:12
Clearly if God’s representatives were like this, even dishonouring the sacrifices, using them for their own gain, how far have God’s people drifted from God’s design? 

And so we have these 2 families: 2 families which in being contrasted demonstrate that it doesn’t matter how bad it gets, we are never beyond God’s reach. 

First there is Elkanah and Hannah, ordinary folk who in their desperation experience God’s blessing. Hannah who despite being barren, experiencing difficulty – but still trusting God - falls pregnant, and dedicates her son to the Lord as promised.
And praises God saying: You make me strong and happy, LORD. You rescued me. Now I can be glad and laugh at my enemies. No other god is like you.,. You lift the poor and homeless out of the garbage dump and give them places of honor in royal palaces. You set the world on foundations, and they belong to you… You will judge the whole earth and give power and strength to your chosen king. (1Sa 2:1, 5,10)
And then has 3 more sons and 2 daughters.

And Eli and his sons - God’s representatives - who receive his judgement! As even Eli knows they deserve as he states in chpt.2:
Eli was now very old, and he heard what his sons were doing to the people of Israel. "Why are you doing these awful things?" he asked them. "I've been hearing nothing but complaints about you from all of the LORD's people. If you harm another person, God can help make things right between the two of you. But if you commit a crime against the LORD, no one can help you!" But the LORD had already decided to kill them. So he kept them from listening to their father.  (1Sa 2:22-25)

And as a consequence of both – Samuel emerges - a convergence of the wickedness of God’s representatives. And the faithfulness of ordinary folk. Samuel enters the story, a sign of God’s faithfulness. Evidence that they are not forgotten. That we can never stray too far!

And of Samuel it is said: Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and also with man. (1Sa 2:26)
Does this sound familiar?	

And so the scene is set. Israel is so wicked, it has strayed so far from God’s design, that even his representatives, the priests, are an abomination to him. And yet, despite the wickedness of Israel, despite its rejection of God, despite its holy men being exceptionally sinful, God had not abandoned them.  God being the faithful God he is, was working to restore them. He was acting to make it right, and bring them back to himself.

Is this something God wants you to hear today. Is it something you need to hear.  To know?

Perhaps you have come today asking: Have I strayed too far? Am I beyond his reach, outside of his redemption? And if God intervened – would it be too little and too late? 

Today God wants to say to you NO. He wants you to know you are never beyond his reach, outside of his embrace. Today God would welcome you back.  He longs to restore you, for you to know he loves you.  That you can never stray too far. And to make this clear, the writer tells four stories.

Firstly, we find God speaking directly, audibly, to Samuel. By this time in the story, Samuel, a gift from God, dedicated to God and born in answer to Hannah’s prayer, he had now become an apprentice priest, under Eli. Not a great prospect in human terms, but God was at work! And so, one morning, while Samuel was still very young God speaks to him. At first no one recognises his voice. Not Samuel – how could he – he was just a child! And for Eli – well, it had been a while!

But eventually Eli catches on, puts 2 and 2 together and wonders – could God actually be speaking? And so instructs Samuel in what to do. And sure enough, God speaks again, and Samuel responds with that wonderful prayer, a prayer each of us should pray every day…
			A prayer of expectation, trust and dedication…
				“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening”  1 Sam3:10

The second story found in chapter 4 is tragic. The Philistines, Israel’s perpetual enemy, attacks. But, because Israel sees themselves as God’s people, despite their rejection of him, nevertheless they assume they will be safe, God is on their side, will protect them and defeat their enemies.
But just to be sure they send out their symbol of God’s presence and protection - the Ark of the Covenant – containing the 10 commandments etc. They send it out with the army – much like a lucky charm. Unfortunately, God doesn’t work that way. God is not at our beck and call whenever we choose, hanging around to help us achieve our desires, that is not who God is.

And as a result – the Israelites are defeated. 
Chpt.4 v10: So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his home. And there was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell. 
		And the Ark of the Covenant captured. V.11

By now their worst fears are confirmed. God has given up on them.  They have strayed too far!

Which brings us to the third story.
The judgement on Eli and his sons Hophni and Phinehas.  Allow me to read the writers dramatic account:  
And the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died. A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes torn and with dirt on his head. When he arrived, Eli was sitting on his seat by the road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city and told the news, all the city cried out. When Eli heard the sound of the outcry, he said, “What is this uproar?” Then the man hurried and came and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and his eyes were set so that he could not see. And the man said to Eli,…“Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there has also been a great defeat among the people. Your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured.” As soon as he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over backward from his seat by the side of the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. He had judged Israel forty years (1Sa 4:11-18)

Judgement. A consequence of their rebellion against God. The priest and his sons – dead. The Israelites soundly defeated with many dead. But worse – the Ark of the Covenant, the symbol of God’s presence and protection. A reminder that they were God’s people – that too had been taken.  
Gone!

Surely all is lost.  Irrefutable. Evidence it is over. God has finally and completely abandoned us, just as we deserve! Summed up in that tragic epitaph by the widow of Eli’s son, just after giving birth: “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” (1Sa 4:22)

But then comes the fourth story. A strange, magical story. A story that gives a glimmer of hope. That hints there may yet be a way back. It is the story of the Ark and what happens to the people where it goes.

In chapter 5 we are left in no doubt. To the Philistines, the enemies of God’s people, bad things happen. Their idols are toppled, and their people become sick.
Listen to how it is described: The hand of the LORD was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory.  (1Sa 5:6)
But after they had brought it around, the hand of the LORD was against the city, causing a very great panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke out on them. So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to kill us and our people.” (1Sa 5:9-10)

But in chapter 6.  When it comes to God’s people, the people of Beth-shemesh…
They were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, they rejoiced to see it.  (1Sa 6:13)
And then, when eventually it made its way to Kiriath-jearim where it remained for 20 years, we are told “all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord” 1 Sam.7:2
																	
This brings us to the end of the introduction. The question has been asked – have we strayed too far? Has God given up on us? Is there any hope that we could still be his people,  he could still be our God!

And while there is plenty to indicate that such a suggestion is ridiculous, yet there is hope!
Enter Samuel…

In response to Israel’s lament, confession and longing, Samuel calls for repentance.
And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the LORD and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the LORD only. (1Sa 7:3-4) 

And the people of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us, that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.” (1Sa 7:8)

And then, in his first act as a judge, prophet and priest, he brings the Ark to Mizpah and there makes a sin offering for the people.
And as the lamb is being sacrificed – “the Philistines drew near to attack Israel. But the LORD thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them into confusion, and they were defeated before Israel.  (1Sa 7:10)
Clear evidence that God is back. Once more they know they are his precious people. Because God, once again, looked after his people!

Despite all that they had done. Despite their outright disobedience. Rejection of God and his ways. When they turn to him in repentance and trust he is waiting to receive them. Anxious to have them back. Us back!

Over the months that followed my meeting with Andrew, as we talked about God longing to have all people in right relationship with him, that our standing before God is not actually about what we have done, do, or will do, but about what he has decided, what he has done – in Jesus.
As we explored God’s faithfulness and unconditional love as the Perfect Parent, a loving Father,
Andrew came to experience again the joy of God’s presence, the knowledge of God’s love for him,
the freedom and hope of being His Child. Andrew discovered – you can never stray too far from God’s grace!

And YOU can discover that too. Today, whether you have been a Christian in the past, but made some bad choices, done some stupid things, or even turned your back deliberately on God.
Or perhaps you have never trusted in God, lived a selfish and sinful life, done some terrible things, but now are wondering would God, could God, love me!

This passage today… gives us a resounding YES.
	God is faithful.
		He will always have us back.
		  And He would love to welcome you home into His loving embrace…
			Today.  
				Now!	

