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 THE CROSS OF JESUS 						15/02/2026
IS THE CROSS BIG ENOUGH FOR YOU?

Rom 1:16-20  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  (17)  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”  (18)  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  (19)  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  (20)  For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.

[image: ]1Co 1:17-24  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  (18)  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  (19)  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  (20)  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  (21)  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  (22)  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,  (23)  but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  (24)  but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

CENTRALITY
Holman Hunt painted this picture of Jesus the carpenter.
He depicts Jesus in the workshop stripped to the waist.
Rising to stretch, he reaches his arms out above his head.
At that moment the evening sun casts a shadow onto the wall behind him.  
It falls onto his tool-rack in the shape of a cross.

In the left foreground, a woman kneels among the wood chippings.
Her hands are on a chest which contain the gifts from the wise men.
It is Mary who looks up and is startled by the shadow of the cross she sees.  
Holman titled this painting “The Shadow of death”.

It is a fictitious picture that communicates a real truth.
From Jesus’ youth - indeed his birth – the cross cast its shadow ahead of him.

It overshadowed everything in his life, shaping all that he did and the purpose for which he came. His death was central to his mission.  It was the reason he was here. The cross was to be his crowning glory.

But the shadow of the cross is also over all things and all time. Even today those inside and outside the Church recognise its importance - architecture, jewellery, songs, Easter services, roadside shrines. 
We find the cross - everywhere

But why? 
Why is the cross – this symbol of torture and death - so prevalent. Why does it bring such hope?

It is because the death of Jesus has impacted everything. Therefore, the cross, the means of his death, has become central to everything. The cross makes a difference in all spheres of life. The cross shapes the history of the world, and our lives. Because the Cross is God’s solution to the problems evident in all creation!

If we take a moment to go all the way back to Adam and Eve. There we discover that God created the world good. And when Adam and Eve were formed, he declared it “very good”. But, sin entered the world through their disobedience and desire to take His place. And it all started to go wrong. Shame, death, alienation, fear, distrust, envy, pride, murder, selfishness, anger… 

In thinking about the impact of sin, Nicky Gumbel in Alpha – speaks of the
	Pollution of sin – break one you break them all. (James 2:10)
	The power of sin – Jn.8:34 “Everyone who sins is a slave to sin”
	The penalty for sin - Rom.6:23 “The wages of sin is death”
	The partition of sin – Is.59:1,2  Barrier between us and God.  Eternal isolation.

Sin affected everything - and it still does!  
	Any mess…
		Any distress we see in the world… 
			Any struggles we experience in our own lives – is a result of sin.
				Perhaps not a direct result – but ultimately due to our rejection of God…
	This world, our own life…
		is not how it should be, how God created it to be. 

Think of any difficulty, any challenge, any bad thing…
	A marriage falls apart
	A child is not protected or doesn’t grow up in a secure loving family
	There is news of another tragic death in custody, suicide 
		or untimely death of one of our Aboriginal brothers and sisters
	You get a bad health report, a loved one dies, 
		a neighbour has an accident causing permanent disability
	There is fraud at work, a fall out between friends, a cross word at home…
	Another shark attack, murder or violent political protest…
	There is unrest overseas, senseless bombing, political instability, civil disorder, 
		or government oppression
	A raging bushfire destroying homes, a cyclone, tsunami or flood…

All of this is and never was God’s intention. But all are a result of our independence, our declaration of autonomy from God. We live in a broken world. And make bad choices, failing to live in obedience under his rule. It’s a choice made by each and every one of us every day. A choice that was first made by Eve and Adam.

But God was not defeated then. He didn’t throw up his hands in horror and exclaim – Oh no – all is lost! Immediately, way back when it all first occurred, God promised he would do something about it. Eventually put it all right again.



Which brings us to the cross!
Foreshadowed when God said to that tempting serpent: 
		“He (that is a man) will crush your head!  Gen.3:15
				Then achieved through Jesus!
By His death He conquered the evil one, was victorious over sin and its consequences, and dealt with all the brokenness of our rebellion. All the horrible, evil, and wicked things we see. The death of Jesus fixes it all! 

Between now and Easter we are going to take some time to contemplate the Cross. To gaze deeply and reflect on how the death of Jesus deals with the brokenness of this world! 
To consider its significance and power for us today.

To help us understand, the Bible gives us many big words. Words which were familiar in the day, but now not so much! But words which help us understand the significance of the cross.
Words like redemption, atonement, propitiation, covenant…
	Big words, complex words, profound words…
		words which speak of what the death of Jesus accomplished.

Over the next 7 weeks we are going to take these words and help us understand them, sing words and ideas from the Bible. We will be exploring what the Cross means for us today. What the Cross of Jesus accomplished. Like - how the Cross deals with the need for justice, the impossibility of true forgiveness, or our craving for love, security and deep relationship.

It is my belief, and I don’t think I am alone, that the Cross, the death of Jesus, and His resurrection and promised return, changes everything. It gives us purpose, it promises ultimate justice, it helps us make sense of our world and why it is the way it is. Because it actually sets the world and everything and everyone in it - right!

Saul discovered this – and it changed him forever. Growing up a devout and religious young man, he spent his early years studying the Scriptures under the best scholars. He was passionate and a leader, rising through the ranks and recognized for his debating prowess and passionate commitment to the religious cause. His lifestyle matched his ideology, standing out from the crowd. Saul was one who lived what he believed.

But then he met the crucified and risen Lord Jesus – and everything changed! No longer did he have to prove himself to others, to himself or to God. Knowing the love of God was enough.  The cross was big enough to show him this. No longer did he have to work his way into God’s good books. The death of Jesus has accomplished this for him. No longer was his own agenda and comfort his primary concern. Instead, he was willing to endure beatings, sickness and constant infirmity.

Even his religious and political passions were reshaped.  He realized they were all topsy turvy and needed to be realigned. Changed to match what God wanted.  

And as he wrote in his second letter to the Corinthians: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. [for] God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting our trespasses against us, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. (2Co 5:17-19)

And all of this was achieved by the Cross! It was and is big enough for it all!

QUESTION - Is it big enough for you?
	Is the Cross big enough for you and everything you are dealing with?

Reflecting on this journey, Saul, now Paul, writes: I am a true Hebrew. As a Pharisee, I strictly obeyed the Law of Moses. And I was so eager that I even made trouble for the church. I did everything the Law demands in order to please God. But Christ has shown me that what I once thought was valuable is worthless. Nothing is as wonderful as knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have given up everything else and count it all as garbage. All I want is Christ (Php 3:5-8)
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,  Rom.1:16
[So] we preach Christ crucified.., Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  1 Cor.1:23,24

As you struggle with the sin in your own life that defeats you - 
is the cross big enough for you to know forgiveness and victory?
As you struggle with the slow and inevitable breakdown of the mind and body…
is the cross big enough for you to fully live?
As you struggle with injustice in the world…
is the cross big enough for you to model another way?
As you struggle with your own selfishness and pride…
is the cross big enough for you to live for others, dying to self and living for God?
As you struggle with loneliness, doubt, despair…
is the cross big enough for you to know hope and peace and joy?
As you hear the call of God to die to self and put on the yoke of Jesus…
is the cross big enough to help you to say with Paul 
		“For me to live is Christ, therefore, even to die is gain!”

Looking from the outside – the cross is foolishness, weak, powerless, defeat. And for many of us, while we may know we are forgiven, reconciled to God, and have the hope of eternal life, it has little impact on our day to day lives! We still think no one understands, we feel powerlessness and anger because of injustice, or are overwhelmed by the inevitability of our own decline and death. But, Paul declares – the Cross is in fact the power of God, the wisdom of God! Surely if we believed this, it would influence everything!

CS Lewis captures this astounding reality in “The lion, the witch and the wardrobe”. He sets the scene as he introduces us to the world of Narnia, now cursed by the White Witch.  It must be “Always winter but never Christmas”.
			Dark, dreary, cold and uninviting…
				with no hope of anything new, or fresh or life giving!
It’s a great picture of the world as we know it now!

But, eventually, the Lion King Aslan, dies and defeats death through resurrection, the spell of the White Witch is broken. And everything begins to change – pointing to that time when all will be made right!

And Father Christmas arrives with presents because at last Christmas is coming! And then the snow begins to melt. So that even Edmund, who had been captured by the White Witch noticed: All around them, though out of sight, there were streams chattering, bubbling, splashing and even (in the distance) roaring. And his heart gave a great leap (though he hardly knew why) when he realised that the frost was over.
And patches of green grass and green tree-branches were beginning to appear throughout the forest. Aslan had broken the White Witch’s power!

It’s a simple but powerful metaphor: 
	Winter cold suggests the deathblow of evil in human lives and the whole world.
But now, because of the cross - it’s springtime.
	Personal transformation has begun, 
		the redemption of the whole human race has been won.
			And one day, soon, the Risen Jesus will return and make all things right.

This season leading up to Easter is a time to ponder the truth of the Cross, and its impact. I invite you to join me, and in doing so, consider the cross and lean on God.
	Come to Him.  And discover for yourself
		how the death of Jesus turns your winter into spring.
			How the Cross changes everything.
It is my prayer that as we go on this journey, you find the cross big enough for you.
																		
BEFORE I PRAY
Take a moment to consider where you need the power of the cross of Christ to be at work in your life.
Consider the areas of your life where you are struggling.
The areas of your life where God’s will for you is not first. 
Where your priorities might need to be realigned.
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