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GOOD NEWS NOT GOOD ADVICE!			1st Feb 2026

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Jesus Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. (1Co 15:1-6)

There is nothing better than good advice.
Those of us who are parents and grandparents love to hand it out.
Teachers are great at giving it.  
And we all know that if their advice was followed the world would be a better place - it is what education is all about!
The internet is awash with it.  Although one can never be sure if the advice is good!
And if we are honest – we love to offer it whenever we get the chance! Whether that be to umpires, politicians, the media. Or even our friends. If only they would listen!

But as we know, good advice – however wise and life changing it may be…if followed… good advice is not always gratefully received and rarely adhered to! Try giving some to your teenager or Young Adult if you are in any doubt!

For many, when they think of Christianity, it is considered to be about good advice!
	“Do this, live this way, follow these rules, believe in this God…
	If you do, your life will be better… perhaps you will even achieve life after death!”

For most people I know – when they discover I am a pastor of a Church, they assume it’s what I do – giving out good advice! Sometimes to people who seek it:
to improve their marriages,
or reconcile a relationship, 
or find a satisfying career, 
or deal with grief, 
or even what to think about God. 
Although, strangely – even when invited – my good advice is still rarely followed!

And sometimes to people who don’t!   Have you been into Rundle Mall recently? There you may find the street preachers telling us to “turn or burn”… “Repent, believe, receive!”  
All good advice!  Unfortunately, most people don’t hear it that way, and so cross to the other side of the street, or walk quickly past with their head down, averting eye contact!

Or for people in the media or politicians – our perceived “advice giving” is both unwanted and unwelcome! So to the Church they say - stay in your lane, don’t meddle in issues of politics or public affairs.  Keep to your religion! For most - our advice is not wanted and has no place in secular Australia!

And that’s the thing about advice.  However good it is.  However life changing it could be.  
You can take it or leave it.  You can give it serious consideration, or just dismiss it out of hand without a second thought.	It’s up to you!

And if you were to adhere to it – it is still up to you to follow.  
To do, to believe, to act. Which for many is how people approach the message about Jesus.  The Christian story!

However, today, I want to suggest, the message about Jesus is NOT primarily “good advice”. IT IS GOOD NEWS! It is an announcement of something that has happened, something has occurred that changes things, makes a difference.

Just imagine you are in a country that is being bombarded by a foreign power. Your defences are weakening, your army is tiring, your resources running out. It is becoming desperate, hopeless, and your defeat seems inevitable.

But then you receive a message of good advice.
	It might be a strategic plan
		It may be to just try harder
			It may even be an encouragement to negotiate a peace plan …
The good advice might be well intentioned
	It may have great wisdom
		It may even provide a possible path forward to escape annihilation…
But in the end it is only advice.
	You don’t have to follow it.  And it may make no real difference even if you did!

But consider the difference with “good news”.
	The announcement, a public declaration of something that has happened.
		The attacking nation has been conquered by another force.
			They have been overthrown, defeated, vanquished.
				Their army decimated, their generals replaced, the politicians removed.
Consider how different this news is from just good advice.
	One invites… encourages… requires… us to DO something,
		A suggestion that may help or will make no difference – only time will tell!
			It is information to be followed or ignored – the choice is yours!
				But it’s up to us.  Requires us to do something.

The second is news that something has happened.
	An event has taken place that changes things.
		A family member wins the lotto 
			The doctor tells you your cancer is clear
				The boss tells you a bonus is coming or a promotion granted
					The weather man tells you a cool change is imminent
			Or a declaration is made of a surrender and your country is saved!

Now to be sure – what you do with that news – is still up to you. And depending on the news its impact MAY be determined by your response. But in most cases, your response does not change what’s happened. Only what you experience as a result.

If you refuse to believe the doctor that your cancer is cured, you can still live every day fearful it will be your last.
You can have a fall out with your relative and so miss out on any benefit from their huge financial windfall!
You could decide not to go outside and enjoy the cool change that has come.
Or live as if you are still under enemy attack.
Your response is your choice.  But it does not change what has occurred, the truth or significance of the news!
It doesn’t change the reality.  The facts.

Something has altered, shifted, changed. It is news. News that has implications.
And depending on the news – will depend on how profound the implications!

And so we come to the message of the Christian faith. The word most often found in our Scriptures to describe it, is “Gospel”.  
		“Gospel” means “Good NEWS!” 
		It is first and foremost NEWS – not advice. 
It is not a suggestion of how to live, or how to earn your way to heaven.
	But information.  
		A declaration of an event that has occurred.  
Something has happened that changes things.
	It is Good NEWS with profound implications.

And here, in today’s reading from Paul, he tells us exactly what that NEWS is:  that Jesus Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas 

Before we wrap up, allow me to make a few brief comments about this news:
1. The news is about Jesus Christ – who He is and what He did.
2. The news was predicted and is verifiable.
3. The news has an impact on us.

1. The news is about Jesus Christ – who He is and what He did
The Good News of the Gospel is News about a person.  
	An historical person who was known and has been seen.  
		But a person Jesus Christ – who He is and what He did.
And for Paul the good news is that this person – “died, was buried and was raised on the third day”

Here in this short summary, Paul does not tell us the significance of these events. You will need to read the rest of the New Testament to begin to grasp that! But only that they occurred and it is significant!

He died – earlier in this same book Paul had written: “but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1Co 1:23-24)
This Jesus was executed on a Roman cross, and for Paul, for the early Christians, and for billions of people since, this death made a difference.

Secondly, He was then buried.  I find this an interesting detail to include in this incredible news, but the Bible seems to indicate that it is important to know. Important for 2 reasons:  
	Firstly, His burial confirms that He was truly, fully, completely – dead.
	And secondly – as we shall see – because He didn’t stay dead and buried!

For thirdly – He was raised again on the 3rd day. He came alive again.  Death had no power over him.  He was resurrected.

Paul, in his letter to the Church in Colosse, puts its significance like this: Then you were raised to life because you had faith in the power of God, who raised Christ from death. You were dead, because you were sinful and were not God's people. But God let Christ make you alive, when he forgave all our sins. (Col 2:12-13)

2.	The news about what Jesus did was predicted and is verifiable
It was “according to the Scriptures”.
A document, trusted by all those he was writing to, and written over thousands of years.
This document, the Scriptures – pointed to this event.  Which has now occurred - as described!

And He was seen after His resurrection by Cephus, and as Paul goes on to say “then to the 12 and after this to more than 500, some of whom are still alive”. So go and ask them! (although he didn’t actually say this last bit – it was certainly implied)

Sometimes news we receive is hard to believe. Just over 10 years ago I received news that my son had won a trip for 4 to New York! But I had a problem – I didn’t know he had entered a competition with this prize! And I had never met anyone who had won something as significant as this.

We found out this way! My daughter was looking for work and went into Boost at Glenelg with her resume. When they saw her name they asked if she was related to a Tim. They had been trying to contact him to tell him of his win!  (We did later recall getting an email and dismissing it as a scam!) She said yes, and then came home telling us to ring Boost. Thinking it would now mean Tim wanted mum to drive him down for his free drink, we hesitated, but eventually rang – simply because we felt we should.

While it was against policy, but because time was short, and because we were all very sceptical, they told us over the phone what he had won - a trip for 4 to New York.  Leaving in 4 weeks! You know I reckon it took 20 minutes for them to convince me this was legit! And it wasn’t until the tickets arrived that I began to really believe it was true!

The more momentous, surprising and incredible the news, the harder it is to believe. This is why Paul was at pains to make it clear – remember – this was predicted, and if you want proof that Jesus is alive, go and talk with those who met him!

3 	The news has an impact on us
Certainly for Lucy hearing and responding to this good news has made a difference. Today, we have heard how she has tailored her life around its impact.
			Moved from Tea Tree Gully to here!
			Uprooted her kids out of their Christian school, beginning again at Grange.
			Taking on a new job, becoming a part of a new Church, beginning study.
All because the good news of Jesus is true and makes a difference.

In describing the good news, Paul says it is that Jesus Christ died for our sins. And earlier, this Good News is what I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved.
So, whatever that means, for billions of people throughout history, this has been experienced as good and makes a difference.

So, as you consider the Christian faith, your first and foremost question must be – what’s the news and why is it considered good? And the place to begin is with Jesus - who He is and what He did!

If you would like help in beginning to find out more about this news I would love to speak with you after. We will do whatever we can to help you discover what this could mean for you.

CONCLUSION
So, as you consider the Christian faith…
	Whether you have followed Jesus for 50 years, 
		or are still working out what you think.
Remember – it is GOOD NEWS about Jesus - who He is and what He has done!
	Not good advice about how to live, or what to think!!
	
Something has occurred.  An event has taken place. 
	And those who have responded to this news – describe it as Good. 
			Life changing. The best thing they have ever done.
So I encourage you, ask – “What is this news?”  
	“What makes it so good?” 
		“And how does it invite me to respond?

