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RESURRECTION MORNING                    Matt.28:1-15	  April 5th 2026 

Mat 28:1-17  Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.  (2)  And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  (3)  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  (4)  And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.  (5)  But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  (6)  He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  (7)  Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.”  (8)  So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  (9)  And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.  (10)  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”  (11)  While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place.  (12)  And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers  (13)  and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’  (14)  And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”  (15)  So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.  (16)  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  (17)  And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.

How do you respond to the unusual, the unbelievable, the unacceptable?
	How do you tell the difference between fact and fiction?
		And how do you know whom to trust, and therefore what to believe?
And even if you decide something is true – will it make any difference? 
	How willing are you to respond to the incredible?

Today, on this first Easter Sunday, as we celebrate the resurrection…
	the victory over death by the historical person, Jesus from Nazareth…
		it is these questions we are confronted with.
Because this is what we are faced with today.
	How do I know if something is true? 
		What will cause me to believe it is so? 
			And what will I do in response?

Today, in Matthew’s account we find 4 different groups who are confronted with the unusual, the unbelievable, the unacceptable. And in them we see 5 responses to what they experienced, what they heard.  5 responses to the resurrection of Jesus. So what about you?
How will you respond to the Resurrection of Jesus today?

The first were the women
Matthew tells us it was Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. The dedicated, faithful, and loving women who at dawn go down to the grave to complete the burial sacraments.  Clearly, when he died, as Sabbath was approaching, there had not been enough time. But now it was only right and good to do what Jesus deserved, to honour him by appropriately dealing with his body.

However, before they get there, there is an earthquake, and so we are introduced to our second group - The guards
Men, we learnt from the previous chapter, who had been stationed to ensure the body would remain in the tomb. After all, there had been a rumour that Jesus might rise. And just in case some of his disciples were to come and take his body away, guards whose lives depended on their ability to fulfil their duty, these men were stationed to ensure nothing untoward would happen. The future of the empire rested on his body remaining where it was put! It was imperative that this rabble rouser Jesus was to remain dead and buried!

But who would have imagined what did happen! Matthew records it this way: And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. Matt.28:2-4
		These hardened soldiers – terrified to death – almost literally…
			because of what happened.  What they saw!

I don’t know about you, but I imagine that if I experienced something this profound, this incredible, it would have an impact on me, change me. I would be different. I would - at least - believe!

But what about the guards? Well, as we read on, we discover that rather than own what had happened, tell the truth, cause disquiet, go against the official propaganda, they were bought and bribed, and as a result spread a lie. Told the story that they had failed their duty, fallen asleep at their station and allowed the disciples to steal his body! Their reputation would now be in tatters, probably never able to work again! But then they didn’t need to.  Because they were paid off.  Given a “sufficient sum of money”. My guess - enough to relocate, disappear, and retire quite comfortably thank you very much!

So here we have some men who knew the truth, had witnessed it with their own eyes and experienced it in the depths of their being but due to greed and fear, refused to change! They couldn’t have experienced anything more remarkable. They were there! And yet they were prepared to live a lie for the rest of their lives, for the sake of their life and bank balance!

Makes me wonder, perhaps it does you too. Do we ever do the same?  Choose to live a lie because it’s safer, more comfortable, less inconvenient? And when it comes to who Jesus is and how I should respond - is it that we can’t believe – or won’t!? It’s not that we think the resurrection didn’t happen, but we refuse to believe it because of the cost. Could this be true of us too?	

But back to the women. Having got to the tomb, they find the stone rolled away, the grave empty and an angel sitting there – ready to talk!
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.”  28:5-7

How would you feel if this were to happen to you?
	What would you be thinking?
		Would you believe what you saw and heard?
			Would you obey?

It is hard to get our heads around it.  
	I mean when was the last time you saw an angel…
		gleaming white, as bright as lightening...
			One who speaks?

For the guards we already saw that despite seeing the angels themselves
	it made little difference!
		But what about the women?
			Women who everyone knew were unreliable witnesses.
				Women from questionable backgrounds.
Women who were prone to hysteria or so it was thought by all at the time!
Well, Matthew records: So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  28:8
I love this – it is just how I imagine most of us would respond.
	Terrified – but excited. 
		Overwhelmed – but obedient.
			Not caring what others would think of us
				just inspired by the truth of what we knew.

However, before they had achieved their goal, they were interrupted.
	Jesus himself met them on route. 
		Stood on the path and declared “Greetings”.
And THIS was all they needed.
	Now, not only had they heard he was alive.  
		They knew it.  It was true.  He was here!
			And they did what any sane person would do.
They fell on their knees, took hold of his feet and worshipped.  28:9

This reminds me of the prophet Isaiah – when He saw the Lord – he too was overcome with awe, wonder and fear.  And he too worshipped.
We read of this in chapter 6 of his prophecy: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple… And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” Isa 6:1,5 

Or John in his revelation who first heard a voice and then saw standing among 7 lampstands one “Like the Son of Man”: “One whose face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance”, and, as John himself records… When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, Rev 1:17 

Today we celebrate this risen victorious King Jesus.
	He by his Spirit is here among us. 
		So how do you respond?
			What are you thinking, feeling, doing?

For the women on the first Easter morning, their response was fear, joy and worship.  
	And after meeting Jesus, they left to do exactly as he had instructed.
		Immediately they continued on to tell this incredible news!   v.11
But what about you?  
	What is your response to the risen Jesus?
		How do you react to the Jesus who is here present with us today?

Are you like the guards – you know it’s true – but refuse to believe?  
	Live a lie, because it’s easier, safer.
Or are you like the women – who without a thought – do what is right.
	Despite breaking conventions or being worried about being thought mad.
		They run to tell the men!
			They can’t wait to pass on the news!

Which brings us to the 3rd group.
The religious heavy weights.  The elders and chief priests!
…some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’   And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”  28:11-14
Fearing for their reputation and the well being of the religious community they were responsible for, they devised a plan to keep it secret.  To smooth over the waters, to do what was necessary, not to disturb the status quo!

I love the way Matthew makes it clear that they knew what was really going on, but chose to disregard it, cover it up, pretend it hadn’t happened.
The guards told them “all that had taken place”.  
	And clearly they believed them, otherwise the guards would have been executed!
They then consulted together…
	Hatched a plan, bribed the guards and conspired to spread a rumour…
		distort the truth…
			discredit the facts.
				Maintain the status quo!

However, before I condemn these men for their actions, it is appropriate I ask if I ever do the same. I like my life and the world I have created for myself. I don’t really want someone to come along and mess it up, disturb the routine, make me see things differently, cause me to change my way of life, priorities, values, beliefs. We prefer certainty over curiosity, hold on to our beliefs rather than have them questioned, keep doing what we have always done instead of having to change.
That is too hard, too unsettling, too dangerous.

And yet - it is exactly what the resurrection of Jesus demands! What we thought we knew cannot be taken for granted. How we always did things, may not be how things should be done. How we treat others – feel about others – may need to be reassessed. I wonder, are you ready to allow the Risen Jesus to change you? Or will you be like the chief priests and elders, committed to keeping things the same, maintaining the status quo, whatever the cost!

And finally there were the disciples themselves
It’s interesting, but Matthew doesn’t record the women’s testimony. He doesn’t give us any insights into how the retelling of their experience went. How much they had to say of what they saw.  Perhaps they didn’t need to say much at all.
	Perhaps their transformation was enough for the disciples to act.
		Or perhaps, because they were women, 
			Matthew didn’t think it was worth recording.  
				No one would believe it anyway!

Which I think is a pity.
	The very first sermon ever.
		The first time anyone testified about the resurrection of Jesus.
			The first people commissioned by God to proclaim the good news.
Was by women – to men!   And Matthew chooses not to tell us what they said! 

However, whatever was said, it was effective. They listened, and they acted.  They did as they were instructed. Although to be fair, not all of them were yet convinced!
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  28:16,17
		“They worshiped him – but some doubted.”		

So what have we got?
	4 different groups, and a range of 5 responses.
		I wonder, which represents you?

For most there was fear. Fear in what they saw and because of what it all meant.
For the disciples and the women – it was the fear of wonder.  The fear of recognition that their friend is indeed the Son of God.  The fear from encountering God Himself.

For the guards – there is fear.  Fear for their lives. And for the chief priests and religious leaders, it is fear of upsetting the apple cart, of disturbing the status quo!  Of having to rethink their beliefs or behaviours. The fear of losing control, power, influence, credibility.  It is a self-centred fear! But universally, they all experienced fear.  I wonder which of these fears best reflects how we feel.
For if we haven’t experienced some level of fear because of the resurrection, then we haven’t really faced the reality of the risen Jesus!

Secondly, for the guards, they also responded with denial. They knew what they saw but refused to allow it to change them! Choosing instead to live a lie for the sake of self-preservation!

Is denial how you respond? Denial of choosing to not look at the facts. Or despite knowing the facts, choosing not to let them have an impact! Deny they have any relevance for your life today?

Thirdly, for the religious leaders, along with fear there was also deceit. From what we can tell, they did not deny the facts. They seemed to accept the account, but chose to lie about it instead!  
Do what they could to discredit and discount the facts. Spread fake news. Cause people to question the eyewitnesses.  And so disbelieve the truth? In that way they could maintain the status quo and continue to influence and control the people.

Is deceit how you respond to the facts of the resurrection. Choose to believe another story, because that way nothing needs to change!

Fourthly there was doubt.  Interestingly it was doubt by the disciples, those who knew Jesus best. Doubt caused by hearing the unbelievable. Doubt which, when you think about it, was not unreasonable and was helpful. It caused them to explore further, find out more, see the risen Jesus for themselves. For doubt in and of itself, is not a bad thing.

It could be that you are here today, but you have come with doubt. That is ok, even good, if it is doubt that encourages exploration. If it is doubt that causes curiosity. If it is doubt that stimulates searching. Or inspires inquisitiveness. In many ways we should all have a healthy dose of doubt about the things we believe.

Finally, the 5th response was joy and worship.  We are told the women were filled with joy and worshipped.  And the disciples, when they saw the risen Jesus – they too worshipped.
And why wouldn’t you?
	Your friend whom you had spent the last 3 years with,
		The one who had inspired you, challenged you, intrigued you 
			and brought you hope…
		The one who spoke words of life and helped you get to know God…
			And the one, who only a few days ago, 
				you had seen arrested, accused, beaten, crucified.
					The one you had watched die.  
And with his death all your hopes and dreams had died too. 
	He was the one who was to usher in the ultimate rule and reign of God
		He was the one who would set the world right
			He was the one who had shown us how to live
				He was the one who gave us hope for a perfect future…
Now dead and buried.

Except… except… here he now is.  Standing before you.  Talking to you.
	Able to be touched, sharing a meal, giving a hug.
			Clearly he is now alive!
He is risen! He is not dead, he is alive.  
Doesn’t that just fill you with joy and make you want to worship.
	To give your whole life to honour and adore him.  
			To worship Him with everything you have.
It certainly does for me!
	Because the death and resurrection is a truth that is worth believing.
		An incredible truth that will change your life.

