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BAPTISM DAY	NEVER GOOD ENOUGH?	 ROMANS 7:7-25

Paul in wrestling with sin and its affect on our behaviour writes…
I don't understand why I act the way I do. I don't do what I know is right. I do the things I hate…. I know that my selfish desires won't let me do anything that is good. Even when I want to do right, I cannot.  Instead of doing what I know is right, I do wrong...  With my whole heart I agree with the Law of God. But in every part of me I discover something fighting against my mind, and it makes me a prisoner of sin that controls everything I do. What a miserable person I am. Who will rescue me from this body that is doomed to die?  Thank God! Jesus Christ will rescue me. So with my mind I serve the Law of God, although my selfish desires make me serve the law of sin.  Rom.7:17-25 (CEV selctns)

PRAY

Today I want to tell you some good news and some bad news.
	“You can be never good enough!”  Yep that’s it!
			This is both the bad news. And the good news!		

I love to joke “I am paid to be good, but you are good for nothing!”  It’s funny because the reality is none of us are good enough, especially me!

On one particular occasion, a religious leader came up to Jesus to ask a question. He began by saying: “Good teacher….
		 Jesus stopped him immediately and responded: 
			“Why do you call me good, no one is good, but God alone”.
If we are honest – we know this is true.  No one… not one of us is good!  At least not good enough!

And just to make matters worse – the harder we try the worse it is. So much so, that some of us have even given up trying! After all it is easier that way! And if you want proof just talk to any parent of a teenager about the state of their room, their attitude towards homework or their willingness to do the dishes!

But while it may look like we don’t want to be good, I don’t believe that is the case. We may not try in all areas of our life, all the time, but my guess is – all of us would love to improve.  To be better! Not perfect, just progressing.

Take driving.  Who of us doesn’t want to be a better driver?  Law abiding, courteous, skilful, safe. I know I do.  As a new driver I used to imagine I was a great rally driver, or drag racer, but those are stories that can wait till another time! And today, well, I am still trying.  But it is times when I make a special effort to not go over the speed limit! I set off cautiously – watching the numbers carefully.  But then, I get distracted, turn on to a busy street, whatever… And suddenly I am speeding again! 

Some years ago, I was encouraged to put a Christian sticker on my car.  I had to decline!
Not because I didn’t want to publicise I was a follower of Jesus, but because I didn’t want to put people off Christian faith because of my driving!

Or as parents. How many times have we begun the day with the deliberate decision to be better - with delicious meals, a tidy house, clean kitchen and washing up to date! More patient, more present, more loving! But before you know it – you find yourself yelling at the kids, or once more hiding in the bathroom because you can’t stand the constant nagging. And come the end of the day the house looks like a bomb hit it!

Or as a friend - we value our friends, we want to be better friends ourselves. And yet before we know it, we are arguing over something silly. Or not responding appropriately just when they need us.

We all want to be good.  But just can’t manage it. However hard we try – we fail!
And so our morning prayer is often: Dear Lord, So far I've done all right. I haven't gossiped, haven't lost my temper, haven't been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or overindulgent. 
But in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed. And from then on, I'm going to need a lot more help! 

It seems that the more we put into it, the harder we try, the more perfect we try to be, the more we see how far short we fall! How impossible it is to be faultless!  To always get it right! Leading to the realisation that I will never be good enough, perfect! Perhaps even to despair, and self loathing!
	  “Oh wretched one that I am, who will deliver me from this body of death?” v24

Or perhaps, for you it’s not quite that bad, so instead you just give up. You give in and conclude… “I can never get better – so why bother trying”.  I will just learn to be content with being “good enough!” Now, fortunately, for most things – perfection is not expected. As long as we are trying to be “good” that’s enough!
	Not many teachers expect 100% all the time for all areas of study.
		Our children know we will never be perfect – and that’s ok.
			Other drivers know that not everyone will always do the right thing
			and so we drive accordingly.
		Our friends learn to overlook our faults, or like us in spite of our foibles.
		And our partners – love us and perhaps even learn to appreciate 
			and enjoy our imperfections.
				After all, it is these things that make us interesting, make us human. 
					And it’s these things that give us reason to forgive and make up!
Can you imagine what it would actually be like to live with someone who is perfect!

And so – most of us learn to settle with less than best.  Embrace our imperfections! Not being good enough is ok, as long as we are trying! Trusting that others will understand.  Forgive us when we fall short! 	

The trouble is – when it comes to the Holy God – that is not how it works! It is not enough!
The prophet Isaiah puts it this way: “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.” – Isaiah 59:2

Our sin…  
	Our falling short of who God created us to be…  
		Our not being “good enough”…
			Our failure to be his perfect image bearers… has implications!
				There are consequences!
Paul in Romans put it plainly: “For the wages of sin is death”  Rom.3:23

God being perfect himself – expects perfection of those He made in His image. And those who don’t meet this perfectly, can expect nothing less than to be cast from God’s presence, both now and for all eternity.

Jesus trying to help us understand the importance of this told a story about what happens in the end. Using sheep and goats as examples - we are told that in the end all humanity will be divided into 2 groups.	Those who had done as they should. And those who failed.  Fell short.  Didn’t.  
Those who weren’t perfect! And to these he says: ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.     
Concluding with And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Mat 25:41, 46 	

So… we have a problem! When it comes to God – we can’t just say – “Well… I tried!” “I was better than average… better than most! Surely I was good enough!” Because the clear answer is a resounding NO!

And deep within we know it. 

And yet… And yet… Here in the passage we are looking at this morning. Here, when Paul is confronted with the reality that he keeps doing wrong! When faced with the actuality of his own inadequacy and failure. When Paul recognises his desperate and hopeless state. He responds “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

How can this be? How can he be grateful for the realisation that He could never be good enough!  
IT’S BECAUSE – when it comes to God – it doesn’t work like this!

Our imperfection, our not being good enough – means that on our own we never can! By our own effort – it is impossible! And God knows this. He has always known this.  It is why he sent His Son Jesus. It is exactly for this reason that Jesus died!

Paul knew this - because he experienced it in his own life. Paul knew this – it is why he gives thanks for Jesus. Paul knew this – and for him it was the best news ever. When Jesus confronted him with his sin, instead of condemnation, rejection, judgement, he experienced forgiveness, reconciliation, restoration and gave Him life! And now Paul wants us to know this also!

Earlier I quoted Rom.3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But that was not the end of what he said! Immediately he continues: But God treats us much better than we deserve, and because of Christ Jesus, he freely accepts us and sets us free from our sins. (Rom 3:24)
And then in Rom.6 He builds on this theme when he writes: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 6:23)

And here, if we were to read on into chapter 8, after giving thanks to God for Jesus he goes on and states: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.  (Rom 8:1-2)

Because of Jesus – God looks at us, loves us and acts to restore us into right relationship with Himself. We can never, ever, be good enough!   Therefore, God does it for us through Jesus!
God created us in His image and for relationship with Him, and through His Son Jesus – enabled us to enter and enjoy that relationship now. And forever! Because in Jesus – he makes us “just as if I’d never sinned”!	Perfect!
“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” – Isaiah 1:18

Take a look at the words on the screen (incomplete, unforgiven and imperfect). This is how we are. This is how we feel because of what we do.  The evidence tells us it is what we are!

Now take the cellophane from under your seat. Hold it over your eyes. What do you read now!
This is how we are in God’s sight because of Jesus. Because now, when God looks at those who have trusted in Jesus, He looks at us through Jesus.  And sees us as He is - without spot, wrinkle or blemish!
 
In his first letter to the Corinthians Paul pulled no punches as he spelt this out:  Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: No sexually immoral people, no idolaters, or thieves, or the greedy, No drunkards, verbally abusive, or swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
(1Co 6:9-11)
So despite never being good enough – in God’s sight – we are perfect! 



CONCLUSION
Tragically when it comes to life here, not being “good enough” matters. Not pretty enough for your friendship circle or funny enough to fit in. Not good enough to make the sporting team, get the job, or make the promotion, not even good enough for your parents, never quite measuring up to their expectations. Certainly not good enough for God!

But here's the thing - when it comes to God. Firstly it's a given, it’s assumed.  More than this - it’s a pre-requisite. 

But most importantly it is not necessary, not important, makes no difference.
	Whoever you are. Whatever you have done or will do.
		Nothing changes how He views you, what He thinks of you, 
				how much He loves you, what He wants for you.

You are his child.  You are cherished by Him. He delights in you. He longs for relationship with you.
In one of the little OT prophets we are told The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.(Zep 3:17)
The image here is with God singing over you as a little child in his arms. Dancing at the very thought of you. Not because you are perfect – but because he made you!  And once you have trusted in Jesus, you are a part of his family, his much loved child.  

In Luke 15 Jesus suggested that the angels, all of heaven, throw a party when we respond to his invitation and put our trust in Him! God is absolutely thrilled, celebrates, that you have joined His family. This is true for all those being baptised today. It is true for all who have walked with Jesus for many many years. And it can be true for you, for every one of us if we come to Him.

PRAYER

The Psalmist writes: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love… He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.  (Psa 103:8-13
