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The answer to futility. The cross of Jesus..
March 1st 2026 
Help us understand Futility with creation (physical order)
Genesis 1:31  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
Romans 8:21-23 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.
Life can be frustrating at times, particularly as we get older and our bodies don’t do what we would like them to do, or our mind isn’t as sharp as it used to be, or our life plans keep getting thwarted, things get in the way….frustrating 
Frustration is part of life, at both ends…etc.. dilemmas and frustrations everywhere we look. 
1 cor 3:18-20 18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”[a]; 20 and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”
Psalm 94:11 11 The Lord knows all human plans; he knows that they are futile.
How frustrating it must be to be living a life that is futile.. 
it seems that no matter what, what we think , how we act there is a sense of futility to it all, unless… we realise and come to know that the cross is the answer to futility. 
I want to posit an idea with you today, that speaks to the answer to futility that the cross of Christ is. … 
Seven words, no special numerical things there, just happens to be seven words, they will be the focus of this message and if you remember nothing else after I have spoken today, remember these seven words… 
Three ideas.. 
The Ground Is Level At The Cross. 
We live in a world where it can seem overwhelming - the news and information we consume every day. 
Where are we going as people, where will it end.. what difference can I make, in the face of what can feel overwhelming badness, negativeness, sadness and pain, our lives, our faith might sometimes feel futile. 
Seven words, three ideas 
First idea, two words.  The Ground 
What is the ground, where we encounter Jesus, where we are confronted with the Cross of Jesus, and what this really means, how it changes us and how it’s transformative for the world we live in. 
The ground is where we stand in awe of the sacrifice our Saviour and Lord, Jesus made for us, because he loves us and showers his grace and mercy upon us. 
The ground is level at the cross. 
The ground where we come, broken, lost, in need of grace, forgiveness and mercy…. 
The ground where we are healed, where we are forgiven, where we are saved. 
The ground where we are told all have fallen short of the glory of God, all are in need of salvation, for God so loved us all that he gave his son Jesus as an atoning sacrifice. 
The ground is where we meet our neighbours, our family, our friends. 
The ground is where people from all nations on earth, all political persuasions, all religions.. can come .. 
Tell story of thief on the cross… the very ground where the cross of Jesus was…he displayed what it should look like
… and brings us to the next idea, next two words. 
The ground is level at the cross. 
Two types before of LEVEL…tools.. Spirit and Laser. 
LASER. light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation.
LIGHT… Travels in a straight line, illuminates the darkness… see where this is going, the ground is level at the cross because Jesus is the Light of the world, Light that shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
Jesus is the light of the world, His sacrifice, love and grace have made the ground of the cross… The Ground is LEVEL at the cross. 
The things that make the ground uneven, the things that cause frustration and a sense of futility, are evened out, levelled out because of the death of Jesus.
Because he is the light in the darkness, he has taken us from a place of darkness into his glorious light. 
The ground is LEVEL at the cross.. 
At the cross there is no male/female, no slave/master, no black or white. No labor or liberal, no illegal immigrants, no citizens, no division, no hate, at the cross the ground is LEVEL… 
Second type today…SPIRIT level..
The Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, present in Jesus then given to us to continue the work of Levelling the ground around us, by giving hope and purpose to others that only come through a relationship with Jesus. 
When we experience frustration, or feel a sense of futility at the inequity and unfairness of this world, or if we have been in our minds or hearts part of creating uneven ground for others… 
The Ground is LEVEL at the Cross… 
Level, the realisation that human constructions of racism, politics, have kept people in darkness at the cross there is a Light shined upon them by Jesus and are Swept away by the Holy Spirit.. 
The Ground is level at the Cross
The cross of Jesus… Mark a couple of weeks ago, transformative, life changing, life giving…grace, mercy, forgiveness… so much comes to us on the cross… the death of Jesus… 
Nick last week, putting some flesh on some of the ideas and words that we hear and try to understand about what the Cross of Jesus means and is… sacrifice, redemption…all these big Christian words that we use, sometimes without thinking…often without explanation to others… 
The cross is the symbol of Christianity, recognisable wherever you may be in the world. 
Why.. Bible, the four Gospels. The Good News.. what the word Gospel means.. the cross is the focal point, yes stories of the life, works and miracles of Jesus. But seems to be that a lot of the literary focus is leading the reader of the Gospels to one place… The Cross of Jesus… 
After the resurrection of Jesus.. Paul said “we preach one thing, one thing only, Christ and Christ Crucified”… the cross of Jesus.. 
As followers of Jesus, there are many helpful things in the bible. 
Could be a good Christian by following the ethical framework of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Be a good Christian by loving others, living sacrificially, caring for the world we live in… 
None of these things have meaning without the Cross… there may even be a sense of Futility… and the answer to it is found in the Cross of Jesus.. 
Not just a place where he died.. not just a way Romans dispatched criminals… but the central place of Christianity.. 
To understand this, understand what happened that day on Calvary… what was the cross all about… 
Has to start with who we are, we are all sinners. We have all disobeyed God our father, we have all treated our fellow man poorly, we are by nature, sinful people.. 
We live in a fallen world, out of balance with God, living in a disconnected state of futility… nature and us.. this separates us 
The cross is the only way for us to be reconciled, re connected with God..this is the only place this can happen 
The Ground is level at the CROSS.. 
Seven words, three ideas… 
The Ground.. the place where we encounter Jesus, may be in our busy lives, may be in the Bible, may be in our darkest time.. walk towards Jesus, head towards his Cross.. and encounter him in a new way… 
The GROUND is level at the cross..
Level, level because of the heavenly measurements.. that all have sinned, all are created in the image of God, Jesus died for all.. 
Level because Jesus is the Light of the world, that overcomes the darkness of our hearts and this world. 
Level because of the Spirit of God, living in us to see and act towards others on the ground of the cross.. seeing them how Jesus would, loving them how Jesus would, caring how Jesus would… 
The Ground is LEVEL at the cross. 
The Cross.. Where our sin is dealt with, once and for all, where what separates us from God is removed and we are reconciled with Him. 
The Cross.. where the world changed forever, where we come with repentant hearts, open minds and willing spirits to live and love as Jesus did. 
The Cross.. where frustration and futility are reshaped into understanding and purpose.. 
The ground is Level at the CROSS.. 
