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ADVENT 1  Watchfulness in Hope		Matthew 24:36 - 51	Nov 30th 2025

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  (Mat 24:36-51)

In the latest of many, many predictions of the end of the world, according to a theory going wild on TikTok and X, the Earth was set to be destroyed on Tuesday, September 23, 2025. So fanatical was the belief that many sold up their earthly possessions - including cars and houses – although I don’t quite understand why! And it became a topic of conversation in playgroup the next day!

All through history there have been eras when people were convinced they were living through the “End Times.”  Times of devastation and hardship that will come just before the end! Times of wild weather like I experienced last weekend.

Years ago, in the original version of the movie Ghostbusters, there is speculation that a rash of ghost sightings in New York City was signalling the start of something of “biblical proportions.”  When the New York City mayor asks what that means, the actor Bill Murray describes it as “Real Old Testament, wrath of God stuff.  Fire and brimstone coming down from the sky, seas and rivers boiling, forty years of darkness, earthquakes and volcanoes, the dead rising from the grave, human sacrifices, dogs and cats living together, mass hysteria!”

When people hear the term “apocalypse” or “end times”, they immediately associate it with a period of extreme disasters and chaos. And it is true, much of this apocalyptic imagery comes from the Bible!

AND YET, the irony is - that as followers of Jesus who love the Bible, we should know that “Apocalypse” is actually the Greek title of the Bible’s final book which we call “Revelation”. Because “apocalypse” means Revelation: it is the unveiling of something, the revealing of something.  

In particular it is the revelation - not of disaster and devastation - but of something good: the full in-breaking of God’s kingdom when Christ the King of kings returns.  The Apocalypse is not something to fear but an event to anticipate, to wait with expectation and hope.

It is for this reason that traditionally on the First Sunday in Advent, an apocalyptic text from one of the four Gospels is chosen for the Sermon. 

As we gear up to anticipate and look forward to the celebration of Christ’s first advent, His arrival as a babe in Bethlehem, we are to look forward with equal fervour to his second and final advent, to the apocalypse itself. The coming of Jesus 2000 years ago means he will come again one day and make all things right. And so, as we look forward to His birth – so too we look forward to His return!

After all, if Jesus is not going to come again to make all things new and fully usher in his kingdom, then to be honest, there’s not much left to celebrate at Christmas.  If the second coming is not true, then the first coming has no meaning and makes no difference now.

And yet –we don’t really give much thought to the future coming of Jesus – do we!

Although, to be fair, this is not that surprising. After all it is more natural to celebrate what was than what is not yet.  

On one’s first wedding anniversary, it is traditional to eat the remainder of the wedding cake, look at the pictures and re-watch the video of the big day!  It would be a bit odd if instead you spent more time looking forward to your tenth anniversary, or your 50th, or even more morbidly – when you are parted by death. And yet Christians are called to live with a bent, an eye, toward the future! 

Because of what we believe to be true in the past, it shapes our ideas about the future. And it impacts how we feel about what is to come. Because of the past’s reality and the future’s certainty, our lives in this present moment will be different. 

Of course, this does not mean that we are called to be star gazers! Or futurologists, people so focused on the future that we are of not much use now! The last thing Jesus intended to suggest in Matthew 24 was that the only thing we should think about was his return. Or that we should argue and debate how and when it will happen.

In fact, the first part of this chapter says that figuring out the precise timing of the end should not be our concern – at all!  Jesus says that even he does not know the precise day or hour when this will happen, which means that neither has he given a secret code for us to crack.  And that is true not only of the when - but even the how.  The sequence of events by which it occurs is unclear, ambiguous…it’s why Bible believing Christians have such differing views on this very issue. So much so that churches have even split over the issue and new denominations formed. How very, very sad… and unnecessary!

And yet, at the same time, He is telling us that there must be no doubt that such a date will arrive.  AND - when it does arrive, there will be no missing it! The first part of Matthew 24 which we didn’t read, makes that much clear.  

That’s why Jesus warned the disciples earlier not to be taken in by people who claim that Jesus made a secret return somewhere.  When the end comes, you’ll know it! But until then, it will be like the days of Noah!
For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. V37 

And what are the days of Noah?  
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark,  v38 
What is the world going to be like just before he comes?
	What will we be doing immediately before his return?
		They are normal times.  
			Typical days.  
				Ordinary moments.  

When Christ comes again, it will be on a day, a day like any other! People like you and me will be just going about our business, doing what we do! Praying during your commute that our kids will have a good day at school. Rushing from one appointment to the next. Or doing what we can to be a good neighbour, friend or family member.

When you live in the days of Noah, even as a Christian, your thoughts about the future are more likely to be about cricket games and holidays and health matters, than about the return of Jesus! The days of Noah are the context in which we live.  They are days when life happens!

The challenge we face, the challenge Jesus is inviting us to this advent season, is that as we live in “the days of Noah”….
We are to live in light of the hope and wonder and imminence of His return.
Hope that helps us transcend the normalness of our day to day lives!
	Wonder of his promise that soon he will make all things right and new!
		And knowledge that this could happen at any moment… even right now!  

But this is just so difficult - isn’t it?

“Therefore, keep watch” Jesus implores in verse 42.  
	“Keep watch” he says!
We know what it is to keep watch.  
	We know about anxious watching on dark nights 
		when our teenager takes the car out for the first time. 
	We know what it is to keep watch 
		when we are waiting for lab results from the hospital.  
			We understand that kind of watchfulness.  
We also know what it is to watch for a loved one arriving at the airport. 
	We are up on our tippy-toes, anxious and excited for that first glimpse!  
		When the arrival is imminent, it consumes you.  

But when watching goes on for a long time, when there is no certainty as to when something will happen, when it’s been days, weeks, months or years and years, then it’s pretty hard to keep watching in any ordinary sense of that term. We find a nearby seat, buy a coffee, perhaps even start reading a book! We get on with life, and it becomes easy to live as if it will never happen!

Because, if the arrival takes too long.  When the waiting, the longing, the anticipation becomes normal…
If the passengers stop coming through the gate, all the luggage is collected, and the lights of the airport are being turned off…
Then you no longer anticipate the arrival – in fact you are surprised it happens at all!
The longer the waiting becomes, the more disappointments you experience when it was expected – but didn’t, 
Eventually you stop believing, 
	give up hoping, 
		and life settles into a normal routine!

When you’ve got some idea of the day and hour of something, you watch for it.  
	When you have NO idea… 
		even if deep-down you still hope that it might happen one day…
			But you just don’t know when - it is just so difficult to “keep watch”!

And here is where Advent is so helpful. Because at this time, in this season, Jesus invites us. He says to us: “Just like my first coming was unexpected – but happened. While you have no idea when I will come again – it will happen!  So keep watch anyway.”  And so at least once a year – we are reminded to watch!

And this passage reminds us of how important it is to watch! Just like “In the days of Noah” there were those who weren’t watching, so caught up in the things of this world, going about the business of living, those who were not watching – that when the flood came they were taken away. But the others, Noah and His sons and their wives, they watched and they were saved!  They remained in the boat! So keep watch, or watch out!

BUT what does it mean for us to keep watch as our Lord says we must?  

To help us understand, as we read on into verses 45-51, there is a remarkable vignette, 
	A story to illustrate what it means to keep watch.
		To help us understand what it means to keep watch.  
			What we are to do to be ready!
Who are faithful and wise servants? Who are the ones the master will put in charge of giving the other servants their food supplies at the proper time? Servants are fortunate if their master comes and finds them doing their job. You may be sure that a servant who is always faithful will be put in charge of everything the master owns. (Mat 24:45-47)
 
Using a little word picture about a household servant Jesus makes it clear – we keep watch by simply doing what we should be doing. For the good servant is commended for making dinner!  For just doing his job well!

The servant is not commended because he set up a huge telescope on a mountaintop to keep scanning the heavens for the first sign of the master’s return.  Or studied the Scriptures trying to find out when and how it would happen. It doesn’t say that he became an itinerant preacher, wandering around with a sign saying “The End Is Near”. Or constantly reminding people – any moment now!

No, simply, what made him a good servant, what made him watchful, ready, was that he made dinner and served it at the usual time.  In other words, he did what he normally did as a servant. He did what he had to do on any typical day.

I think it was Charles Wesley, when he was asked what he would do if he knew Jesus was coming back tomorrow, opened his diary to see what was on his calendar. Because all of our days and all that we do, should be what is right to do as a follower of Jesus – all the time! 

Being an honest and caring office manager, 
	a careful school bus driver, 
		an ethical lawyer, 
			a thoughtful and loving mum or dad
				A caring neighbour
					A great friend…
It is living in the way God wants in all that we do, say and think.
	If that is how it is, how we live…
		then we are living in the reality of the fact that Jesus is coming back. 

It is certainly how it should be.  
	Because we who follow Jesus have been raised as new creations.  
		Our lives are literally drenched with His grace and love.
			And out of us flows, in all that we do, his living water!

It is by grace that we have been saved.  And it is by grace that we live every moment of our lives.  So, when we let God’s grace flow through us in our parenting and in our marriages, in our friendships and in our daily work, in how we behave when we’re stuck in traffic and how we interact with store clerks and restaurant servers. When we listen well to others needing an ear and share our hope in Jesus when given the opportunity. If we act justly, and love mercy, care for the marginalised and visit those imprisoned. It is in all these things that we show watchfulness because in our lives we display the evidence of what Jesus has done for us.  

CONCLUSION
Hollywood thinks the prospect of the apocalypse should frighten people.  But for Christians the apocalypse - the imminent return of the King - should fill us with watchful hopefulness.  

It’s not easy, of course.  
	Things happen in our lives.  
		Dear ones die.  
			Dreams are shattered.  
				Families disintegrate.  
					Health deteriorates.
						Relationships fracture.
							Loved ones turn from Jesus. 
								And the world looks increasingly broken.
It would be easy to give in to despair and cynicism.  

But Jesus in Matthew 24 tells us to be hopeful, to keep watch, to let grace infuse everything and all that we do.
	From standing up for the marginalised, 
			To giving a listening ear to someone hurting
				or acting for the restoration of the climate.
		From serving up a plate of spaghetti and meatballs for those whom we love.
			To advocating for those experiencing injustice 
				or sharing the hope that is ours because we know He is coming back.

All we do as Christians is part of that watchfulness, being ready.  Our daily lives, our gathering as God’s people, our confidence when given bad news, and our deep joy even when things are tough. Advent gives us reason for hope!

