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WHO WANTS TO BE ADOPTED?		16th Nov 2025
Romans 8:1-27 (selctns)

Rom 8:1-39  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus….  (15)  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  (16)  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  (17)  and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  
(18)  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  (19)  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  (20)  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope  (21)  that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  (22)  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  (23)  And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  
(24)  For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?  (25)  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  (26)  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.  (27)  And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (28)  And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  (29)  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  (30)  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  

SERMON
Adoption is a complex thing in our society today. Our history is littered with accounts of children taken from their parents and made to assimilate into their new families. And many of us will know people whose adoption has caused them to struggle!

Because of how it happened, why it happened… and the trail of destruction and difficulty that remains… adoption is not considered a positive thing for many! It has connotations of being abandoned by those who are supposed to love us. And memories (or experiences) of poor parenting, abuse or neglect. And can have a profound impact on your identity!

I wonder if many of us feel a bit like this about being adopted into God’s family. We feel like adoption is less than best. If we are children at all, then illegitimate children. Either that or we just can’t believe that God really loves us!

BUT this is not how it is!  It is not the reality!

As Paul ties together all the loose ends of the previous sections he concludes with a clincher, the key…For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.   For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  14,15

Since the foundation of the world God decided to choose you to be his precious child.
You are loved, accepted and now belong as a member of His one family.
You have been adopted as His son: 
“and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir”

Once we were slaves! We were slaves to sin. But now, God in Christ, has taken us from being owned by an oppressive master to being an heir of a benevolent King. From being a possession of a despot, to being a child of a loving Father. The one true all powerful creator God – that we can call Daddy.

So tell me – what is your relationship with God like? How do you feel, or more importantly, what do you think God feels about you?	

Jesus in teaching his disciples how to pray, how to talk to God, told us to begin by saying: “Our Father…” And often He tried to help us understand how this God – who is Our Father - thinks about us. In Matt 7:11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

Or after the Resurrection…
As Mary recognises the risen Jesus, she falls at his feet and hangs on for dear life. And Jesus encourages her with these words found in John 20:17: Don’t cling to me,” Jesus told her, “since I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them that I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”
His God is now our God. His Father is now our Father.

So much so, that now, like the 2 occasions when God spoke audibly to Jesus.  Both times beginning “This is my Son, whom I love…”  Matt.3:17, 17:5.
Now He would say, He does say, to each of us – “You are my child… whom I love…”

Can you imagine this!? The Holy, all Powerful Sovereign God saying this about you?!  
To you?! Because this is what Paul is suggesting here in this passage from Romans.
More than suggesting… He is doing his utmost to make it abundantly clear. Look how he continues: The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ 8:16,17

But despite this stupendous news, there are 2 things that are potentially difficult for us today! The first is the male language. Paul talks about us all being “Sons of God”. And for those who are not male this language can be off putting, or at least confusing! However, Paul uses this language because in the culture of the time it was only male children who had rights, privileges and possibilities. It was only males who could have the full respect of the father and it was only the male who could inherit the father’s possessions, business and status in society. The women were seen as possessions.  And so the illustration, the imagery, wouldn’t have worked!

So for a woman hearing this – it was transformative. Suddenly from being a nobody they are now included into God’s family, equally as any male! They are given the full rights, the same rights as a son!

Paul is not reinforcing some form of sexism or gender hierarchy. But rather he is wanting to make it clear that all who trust in Jesus, all who receive God’s gift of salvation - all – both males and females - are brought into a right relationship with God with the full rights and privileges and possibilities that it brings. Equal members of God’s family.

The second problem is more complex. Paul makes it clear: God has blessed us mightily by adopting us as His children. BUT as I said before, this can be difficult because for many adoption is seen as a negative thing! For many, despite their adoptive family doing all they can to communicate love, acceptance, belonging, equality, they still feel second class, out of place, like they don’t fit, don’t belong, don’t know who they really are.

We see this first hand as Foster Carers as I mentioned last week. The most important task for any child growing up is knowing who you are.  And this is almost always determined by knowing “whose” you are. Who you belong to!  Where you fit. For this reason the state government is moving to allow many children in care to be adopted by the families who love them, welcome them, and include them into their family. Because while adoption may not be perfect it is better than not having a family.

But for Paul, it was even better than this. For Paul adoption was about being deliberately chosen. And so becoming more than you could ever previously hoped!

Paul is the only one in the NT that uses this term. Perhaps it was because of his Roman heritage!? In Roman society the legal situation of a child was similar to being a slave. Children, even sons, were considered property, even to the point that the Father could discard, even kill the child if he so chose!

But that all changed with adoption! There was a formal process of legal adoption when a child “came of age”, a process which could include children from other families, as equally as your own! Even with your slaves. And with this adoption you were given rights - transfer of property, taking on the father’s name and status, made children and heirs in the full sense of the word.

This is reflected in Galatians where Paul says “as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave,… he is subject to guardians, and trustees until the time set by his father…” Ga.4:1,2
That time, set by the father, is now, for ‘when the time had fully come, God sent his Son,… to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” Gal.4:4,5.
Full rights and relationship, so that now because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. (Gal 4:4-7)

Imagine – a King, a Lord, a hero, someone significant, choosing you to be their rightful heir. Setting you up as the next in line, giving you equal authority, and privilege. This is what God has done for and with us!
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  8:16,17

So, when it comes to our relationship with God, Paul thinks there is nothing better, no better picture, than that we are adopted into God’s family. Because now we belong in His family. It is not something we do, not something we have earned or achieved. It is a gift God has given us made through the death of His Son, our Saviour.

When we understand this it changes things.  It makes a difference and we see what changes in the passage as it unfolds. Allow me to briefly mention 3.



1. See what it does for our hope (19-30)
Here Paul is telling us that Creation itself is caught up in God’s adoption (19-23). Now, to be fair, I don’t fully understand all that this means. But Paul is adamant that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  v.21

Isn’t this remarkable!  What God achieved in and through Jesus has an impact on everything. Even creation! We know it is currently subjected to futility (v20). The impact of our sin! A brokenness we see with floods, drought, fires, earthquakes and storms BUT even creation itself will be set free from this bondage!

To know that this creation is to be brought to resurrection life.
That its groaning now is like child birth (22). 
That the earthquakes, floods, fires, tornados, 
are all pointing to the reality that this is not the end.  
This is not the climax. This is not all there is.  The best is yet to come.  
But one day it will end.  It will reach its goal and it will achieve its purpose.  
Creation will at last be set free and fulfil its God created intention!

But of course, it’s not only creation – but we ourselves!  And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.   For in this hope we were saved. (23,24)
Human beings damaged by the curse of sin will be restored. Our bodies redeemed – don’t we long for that - and our relationships fixed, particularly our relationship with our loving, Creator, Father God. Adopted into his family, given the full rights as his children. Heirs, intimacy, belonging, commitment.  God committed to our well being – forever. Surely knowing this gives us Hope!

2. See what it does for our praying
In v.26, 27 we read: The Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.   And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  V.26,27

Here we are told that as God’s children with God’s spirit means that in our praying, God by His Spirit prays with us and for us. I don’t know about you but prayer is not something I am good at or do easily or well. But now that we are God’s children, His Spirit prays for us and with us. Even when words are beyond us, he knows our longings and needs, and intercedes according to the Father’s will on our behalf!

Parents, I am sure you know a little of how this works! Watching my kids adjusting to becoming parents. It is amazing how quickly they pick up what their children need. Our Josh is non-verbal – he can’t talk – but we know – most of the time - exactly what he wants.  How good is it to know God does this for us?

I think it was CS Lewis who said:  The problem with our praying is not that we request too much, but that we don’t ask for enough. We are too easily satisfied with things that are inconsequential! That will not happen when God by His Spirit prays with and for us!

There was in the Court of Alexander the Great a philosopher with little money who asked Alexander for financial help who told him to “Take what you need from the imperial treasury”. But when he asked for $50,000, the treasurer wanted verification for such a large sum. When asked, Alexander replied, "Pay the money at once.  The philosopher has done me a singular honour.  By the largeness of his request he shows that he has understood both my wealth and my generosity!"
When you know God as your Father.  
When you truly come to understand you have been adopted into his family and are fully his child.
When you are intimate with the Almighty Creator and can call Him Daddy.
When you believe that God, by His Spirit is making the request perfect for you!
Then you will have confidence to pray, to ask boldly what he longs to give.
Even when you don’t know the right words to say.

3. See what it does to our struggles
Paul writes: For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.   (18) 
To which some may respond, you obviously don’t know what I am facing!

But Paul himself didn’t have life that easy. Along with beatings, imprisonment, ship wrecks, loneliness and being abandoned by his friends when he needed them, he was facing lifetime imprisonment and possibly execution, and he had a thorn in the flesh – some physical pain or disability, that God chose not to remove! And of these he says – they are nothing in comparison to what we look forward to!

How could he say this?  How could Paul think it is reasonable for us to believe this, given what we have been through, or are struggling with!? Well, the bottom line is quite simple, but absolutely transforming…And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. v28

If because of the death of Jesus you have become a child of God, what else matters. If through his crucifixion your sins are paid for, we are justified, forgiven and reconciled. Anything else is of no consequence! If Jesus, who now sits at the right side of the Father is interceding for us. If we know God is for us. If we know that those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  V30  

If all this is true, it brings perspective to our struggles. It gives us hope in the midst of our challenges. And it inspires our praying for the things God most wants!

CONCLUSION
As a tourist in Paris, a young man purchased a cheap necklace for his fiancée. But on returning home, he was shocked when customs demanded significant import duty on the item.  Intrigued, he had it appraised. After examining the object the jeweller offered $25,000 to buy it!  Greatly surprised, he decided to have another expert examine it. When he did, he was offered $10,000 more. "What do you see that's so valuable about this old necklace?" he asked astonished!  "Look through this glass," replied the jeweller. 

There before his eyes was an inscription: "From Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine." 
Like us, the value of the necklace came from its connection to a significant person.

You are valuable.  You are loved.  You are a child of the King.
God Almighty has chosen you, adopted you to be his daughter, his son. In the words of John:  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!  1 John3:1
This is the joy, the blessing of knowing you are adopted into his family. His beloved child!



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION
1. What do you think and feel about adoption?  What are your experiences or those of people you know?  Why do you think being adopted might be hard for those who have been?

2. “Adopted as sons” - How do you feel about the lack of gender neutral language?  Do you feel included or excluded?  Does it suggest that adoption of sons is different from adoption of daughters?  How would you respect those who feel differently about this language and communicate clearly that we are all one in Christ Jesus?

3. Paul thinks being included into God’s family is “the best thing ever”!  What does it mean for you?  If you didn’t think adoption was a helpful image, how would you talk about it happening in a way that communicates how wonderful it is?  Does “born again” convey the same importance?

4. What difference does being a child of God make for you?

5. Does being adopted affect our sense of hope?  Why or why not?  What does Paul say in Romans 8 about this?

6. What does Paul say about the hope we can have for creation?  How do you feel about this?  How should this affect our thinking and actions about the planet?

7. What does Paul say about how adoption affects our praying?  What impact should this have on how we pray, when we pray and what we pray for?

8. What does Paul say about how being adopted should affect how we deal with difficulty?  Is this your experience?  Explain.  What would help?

9. What does it mean for you that God has chosen you to be his daughter or son?  Write down 5 things that remembering this, will change for you this week?


