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Romans 8:28-39 Certainty… LOVED, HELD, HISTop of Form
Grange Baptist 23/11/25
INTRO I enjoy most is coming to a bible passage and researching it then looking at how it intersects with the world today, how it impacts lives today, with the help of the HS of course.
So we come to the final verses of chapter 8 of Romans. Verses some of you will be familiar with.. ask you to do something today, use your imagination, read these verses as if you never have before, your first time. 
Read now, from CEV… also slide 
28 We know that God is always at work for the good of everyone who loves him.[a] They are the ones God has chosen for his purpose, 29 and he has always known who his chosen ones would be. He had decided to let them become like his own Son, so his Son would be the first of many children. 30 God then accepted the people he had already decided to choose, and he has shared his glory with them.
31 What can we say about all this? If God is on our side, can anyone be against us? 32 God did not keep back his own Son, but he gave him for us. If God did this, won't he freely give us everything else? 33 If God says his chosen ones are acceptable to him, can anyone bring charges against them? 34 Or can anyone condemn them? No indeed! Christ died and was raised to life, and now he is at God's right side,[b] speaking to him for us. 35 Can anything separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble, suffering, and hard times, or hunger and nakedness, or danger and death? 36  It is exactly as the Scriptures say,
“For you we face death
    all day long.
We are like sheep
on their way
    to be butchered.”
37 In everything we have won more than a victory because of Christ who loves us. 38 I am sure that nothing can separate us from God's love—not life or death, not angels or spirits, not the present or the future, 39 and not powers above or powers below. Nothing in all creation can separate us from God's love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord!
The people Paul is writing to–the Romans, the Christians in Rome in the mid-first century–they would need to know that God’s love for them was inseparable. 
Because very soon, troubles would be raining down upon their head. Persecution was brewing, and within not many years, it would break out big-time. 
The Roman emperor Nero would use the Christians as his scapegoat, as his whipping boy to blame for things. Nero enjoyed tying Christians to posts in his garden and lighting them up at night for human torches. St. Paul himself would be imprisoned and executed for the faith.
When the early Christians were facing this kind of hostility and violence and persecution, you can see how they might think that they’ve fallen for a big hoax. 
That there is no God who loves them like they were told. That this fellow Jesus, whom they had never seen–was he worth dying for? 
On the other hand, though, when you are convinced that God’s love is utterly inseparable from you, that Christ Jesus really did die and rise for you and forgives your sins and now is watching out for you, so that nothing can take your eternal salvation from you–well, that changes things, doesn’t it? 
“More Than Conquerors: The Unbreakable Love of God”
Romans 8:28–39
We live in a VUCA world. 
Volatile Uncertain Complex Ambiguous…
Look around and wonder where is the love of God, sometimes might seem hopeless. But.. There are few passages in Scripture that burn with as much hope as Romans 8:28–39. Paul lifts our eyes from the struggles of this world and places them firmly on the unshakeable promises of God. 
This text is not merely theology—it is oxygen for weary souls.
Clarity for blurred minds. Hope for hurting hearts. 
1. God Is at Work in All Things (v. 28)
Paul begins with a truth that many of us know by heart but often struggle to believe in the dark moments:
SLIDE
In a small pub in the highlands of Scotland a group of fishermen gathered one afternoon and were enjoying a round of ale. Just as one was showing, with his hands, how big one fish was that had gotten away, a waitress passed. His hand hit a glass of ale she was carrying on a tray and some of the dark brew spilled on the white wall of the pub. It began to run down.
The waitress hastily took a cloth from her apron and began to wipe, but the ale had left an ugly dark stain. At another table, a man rose and came over. He took a crayon from his pocket and as all in the pub watched, began to sketch around the stain. 
In a few moments, he had drawn the head of a magnificent stag with spreading antlers. Under his hand, the mistake had become a thing of beauty. The artist was Sir Edwin Landseer. At that time he was England’s foremost painter of animals.
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”
Notice what Paul does not say. He does not say that all things are good. He says that God works all things together for good.
We have many apparent dilemmas as followers of Jesus, particularly when we start sharing His love and message to those who don’t follow him, perennial.. “if god is a loving god, how does he allow ….insert your outrage here…to happen”?.... legitimate question…sometimes, sometimes.. facetious trying to trap … personally you may have similar questions. 
A truth from this passage.. is this.. Your heartbreak, your loss, your unanswered questions—none of them are wasted in the hands of a sovereign God.
The same God who spoke galaxies into existence is weaving every thread of your story into something beautiful, even when we cannot yet see the pattern.
How do we know this … because. 
2. God’s Purpose Is Unstoppable (vv. 29–30)
Paul then shows us the unbroken chain of God’s saving plan:
· Foreknown
· Predestined
· Called
· Justified
· Glorified
These are not random spiritual events; they are the steps of God’s eternal purpose for every believer. If God has begun a work in you, He does not abandon it midway. This language is Paul’s hyperbole, his emphasis to help the readers understand, this is a vital truth to know.. Fore, pre, called justified.. glorified.. this and this and this and this…. Are you getting how important this point is… 
Your salvation is not held together by your grip on God—it is held together by God’s grip on you.
Old saying when people say they are feeling distant from God… who moved?... mindblowing the cerrtainty of this ..in an uncertain and often ambiguous world. 
3. God Is for Us—Who Can Be Against Us? (vv. 31–34)
Paul asks a question that should echo in our hearts:
“If God is for us, who can be against us?”
If the Almighty stands on your side, then every earthly power lined up against you becomes insignificant.
This doesn’t mean we won’t have troubles, pain, suffering etc…it does mean that when we relent and give God full control of a situation, He will be victorious.. notice the US.. me and God… the reader.. and God.. 

How do we know God is for us? 
Last week told, we are his children, now adopted and therefore on our side….cheering for us, supporting us like a good father. 
He loves us and will be there for us in the good times and the bad times.. and when we cling close to him.. nothing can defeat the US.. 
How do I know this.. Because He did not spare His own Son.
The cross is God’s everlasting declaration: “I am for you.”
Jesus doesn’t condemn us—He intercedes for us. Right now. At the Father’s right hand.
We are not defended by our performance but by Christ’s perfect righteousness.
4. Nothing Can Separate Us from the Love of Christ (vv. 35–39)

Paul then reaches the crescendo of his message:
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”
He lists every possible threat—tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, sword—and declares that none of them can sever the bond between God and His children.
In fact, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
Not because we are strong, but because His love is.
Then Paul makes one of the most sweeping statements in all of Scripture:
“For I am persuaded…”
Life? Death? Angels? Demons? Present? Future?
Height? Depth?
Any created thing?
Nothing—absolutely nothing—can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
But.. we can separate ourselves from Him, our continued self reliance, not trusting him fully, our continued stubbornness, our continued gossiping, our continued judgment of others, our continued love of things and money….
Whilst we can never be separated from the love of Christ, we can create barriers to experiencing this love in its fullness… our sin.. the things I mentioned and more. 
God is a perfect and loving father, like we heard last week, even though he is perfect, he still has naughty and disobedient children at times… but like parents, these things don’t remove love, but may fracture a relationship… same with Him, with God.  
Nothing can separate us from God’s love through Christ Jesus. We just need to accept his identity as loved and accepted by him.. 
Conclusion: Live in the Security of God’s Love
Romans 8:28–39 is a reminder that the Christian life is not lived in fear but in assurance.

Not in uncertainty, but in confidence.
Not in insecurity, but in the eternal embrace of God’s love.
So take heart today. Whatever you’re facing, whatever you’re mourning, whatever you’re fearing— the God who called you, saved you, and adopted you will never let you go.
You are loved. Eternally and more than you can ever understand.. 
You are held. Tightly, lovingly.

You are His.	Adopted, nothing can drag you away

And nothing can ever change that.
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